9-4-17: DANGEROUS DOGS: 

(A) As used in this Section "dangerous dogs" shall mean and include: 

1. Any dog with a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause injury or to otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals; or 

2. Any dog which attacks a human being or domestic animal without provocation; or 

3. Any dog which, without provocation, in a vicious or terrorizing manner approaches any person in an apparent attitude of attack, whether or not the attack is consummated or capable of being consummated. 

4. Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or any dog trained for dog fighting. 

5. Any dog which has been trained as an attack dog, except such dogs which may be used by the Evanston Police Department or at its direction. 

6. No dog shall be deemed dangerous solely on the grounds that it bites, attacks or menaces a trespasser on the property of its owner or harms or menaces anyone who has tormented or abused it. 

(B) 1. No person owning or harboring or having the care or custody of a dangerous dog shall suffer or permit such dog to go unconfined on the premises of such person. A dangerous dog is "unconfined" as the term is used in this Section if such dog is not securely confined indoors or confined in a securely enclosed and locked pen or a dog run area upon the premises of said person. Such pen or dog run area must also have sides at least six feet (6') high or a secure top. If the pen or structure has no bottom secured to the sides, or if a dog is a type which burrows, the sides must be imbedded into the ground no less than one foot (1') or to whatever depth is required to contain the dog. All structures erected to house dangerous dogs must comply with all zoning and building regulations of the City. All such structures must be of adequate size to permit the dog to move about freely, must be adequately lighted, ventilated, and kept in a clean and sanitary condition. 

2. No dangerous dog may be kept on a porch, patio, or in any part of a house or structure that would allow the dog to exit such building on its own volition. No such animal may be kept in a house or structure when the windows are open or when screen doors or screen windows are the only obstacle preventing the dog from exiting the structure. 

3. All owners, keepers or harborers of dangerous dogs within the City shall within ten (10) days from the effective date of this Section display in a prominent place on their premises a sign easily readable by the public using the words "Beware of Dangerous Dog." In addition, a similar sign is required to be posted on the kennel or pen of such animal. The City shall issue two (2) signs meeting the requirements of this Section upon payment of the dangerous dog permit fee set forth in Section 9-4-4(A). 

(C) No person owning or harboring or having the care of a dangerous dog shall suffer or permit such dog to go beyond the premises of such person unless such dog is securely muzzled and restrained with a chain capable of restraining the dog and not exceeding three feet (3') in length. 

(D) No person shall own or harbor any dog nor permit premises owned or controlled by him to be used for the purpose of dog fighting nor permit a dog to engage in dog fighting, or train, torment, badger, bait or use any dog for the purpose of causing or encouraging said dog to unprovoked attacks upon human beings or domestic animals. 

(E) No person shall possess with intent to sell, or offer for sale, breed, or buy or attempt to buy within the City any dangerous dog. 

(F) Any person owning or harboring or having the care of any dangerous dog shall maintain a policy of insurance in an amount not less than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) insuring said person against any claim, loss, damage or injury to persons, domestic animals, or property resulting from the acts of the dangerous dog. Such person shall produce evidence of such insurance upon the request of a police officer or Animal Warden and shall present evidence of such insurance as a condition to obtaining a dog license. 

(G) In the event that a police officer or Animal Warden has probable cause to believe that a dangerous dog is being harbored or cared for in violation of subsections (B), (C), or (D), he or she may petition a court of competent jurisdiction to order the seizure and impoundment of the dangerous dog pending trial. In the event that a police officer or Animal Warden has probable cause to believe that a dangerous dog is being harbored or housed in violation of subsections (C) or (D), he or she may seize and impound the dangerous dog pending trial. 

(H) Penalty: 

1a. Whoever violates this Section, except for subsection (B)3, shall be fined in an amount not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per charge. Whoever is found guilty of a second offense of violating this Section shall be guilty of a Class C misdemeanor and may be imprisoned up to thirty (30) days and shall be fined five hundred dollars ($500.00), which fine shall be mandatory and shall not be suspended or remitted. Whoever is found guilty of violating this Section more than two (2) times shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor and may be imprisoned for a term in excess of thirty (30) days but less than six (6) months and shall be fined five hundred dollars ($500.00), which fine shall not be suspended or remitted. A violation of subsection (B)3 shall cause a mandatory fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) to be imposed on the person found guilty of such offense. 

1b. If the violation charged is a failure to maintain the insurance coverage required by Section 9-4-17(F), in addition to any fine or other penalty which may be imposed, the violator must present satisfactory evidence of said insurance to the court as a condition to returning the dog to him or her. Failure to present evidence of said insurance shall preclude return of the dog and shall cause the City to petition the court for destruction of the dog and for all costs the City has incurred, or will incur, in connection with keeping the dog in its custody and with destroying it. 

2. Any dangerous dog which attacks a human being or another domestic animal may be ordered destroyed when in the court's judgment, such dangerous dog represents a continuing threat of serious harm to human beings or other domestic animals. 

3. Any person found guilty of violating this Section shall pay prior to release of the dog from the City's custody or its destruction, all expenses, including shelter, food, and veterinary expenses necessitated by the seizure of any dog for the protection of the public, and such other expenses as may be required for the destruction of such dog. 

(I) Appeal: The owner of a dog deemed or designated by the Animal Warden, his deputies, or by a police officer to be a dangerous dog because said dog meets at least one of the criteria in Section 9-14-7 may file a written request with the Chief of Police for review of said categorization. Said request shall include proof that the dog has a current City license and facts to support the owner's belief that the dog is not dangerous. The Chief of Police or his designee shall render a written decision within ten (10) working days of receipt of the request for review. The Chief or his designee may extend the review period for an additional ten (10) working days upon good cause shown upon written notification to the owner. The review process shall be conducted in writing only. No information may be presented orally. (Ord. 70-0-87) 

