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Sec. 7-11001. Applicability.

This chapter shall apply to all touring vehicles in the City of Beaufort Historic District.

Sec. 7-11002. Definitions.

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following terms, where used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed herein.

Historic district: The area corresponding to the Beaufort Historic District, bounded by Boundary Street                               on the north, the Beaufort River on the east and south, and Hamar and Bladen Streets on the west.

Non-touring vehicle: A commercial, chartered, or institutionally affiliated vehicle used only for the purpose of transporting passengers including, but not limited to, school buses used for transporting students; vehicles  used for public transportation; and vehicles traveling only on perimeter roads or to destinations on perimeter roads for shopping, dining, touring on foot, or off-loading onto a registered touring vehicle.
Special permit: May be issued for (a) prior commitments or (b) specific non-touring purposes for transporting passengers.
Tour:  A visitation for hire by any means for purposes of sightseeing, which originates or is conducted within the Beaufort city limits.  A tour shall include but not be limited to such visitation for hire on foot, conveyance by motorized or human-power vehicle, or by animal-drawn carriage for such purpose.  Transportation whose primary purpose is point-to-point conveyance or which offers no commentary or narration and which does not involve stops for any purpose of viewing is not considered a tour under these regulations.
Tour coordinator (or "coordinator"):  The person or agency designated by the City Manager responsible for coordinating tours within the historic district.

Touring vehicle: A commercial, chartered, or institutionally affiliated vehicle transporting passengers whose   major purpose is to visit or drive by historic sights, cultural attractions, or scenic areas within the historic district.
Sec. 7-11003. Tourism Management Advisory Commission (TMAC).

(a) There is hereby created the City of Beaufort Tourism Management Advisory Commission (TMAC). The commission shall be appointed by the city council and shall consist of seven (7) members representing the following entities:

1. One person selected at-large shall be a resident of the city who does not reside in the historic district and is not associated with the tourism industry.

2. One representative from the Greater Beaufort Chamber of Commerce.

3. Two (2) representatives from the hospitality industry

4. One representative from Historic Beaufort Foundation who is not a homeowner in the historic district.

5. Two (2) persons who live in the city and represent the historic district residential neighborhoods, one of whom resides east of Carteret Street and one of whom resides west of Carteret Street. 

(b) Commission members shall serve terms of two (2) years.  Any vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term.
Sec. 7-11004. Powers and Duties of the Tourism Management Advisory Commission (TMAC).
 The primary duty of the commission is to gather and analyze information and advise city council on tourism related matters. Other duties include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Formulating recommendations regarding policies for registering vehicles and scheduling and assigning routes;

2. Formulating recommendations regarding limits on the number of vehicles permitted per day in sensitive areas;

3. Formulating recommendations on tour routes and on fees and modifications to this chapter;

4. Conduct a review of the Tourism Management Ordinance every three years and make recommendations to City Council regarding changes;

5. Coordinate with educational, business and civic interests to establish and maintain a clearly defined vision for the future of tourism in the city and

6. Other appropriate duties as assigned by city council.

Sec. 7-11005. Fees

a) City Council shall have the authority to levy fees for sightseeing tours oriented or conducted with the City limits.

b) The City Manager shall designate the appropriate City government to collect all fees.

c) All touring fees collected shall be used for tourism related expenses including, but not limited to. Salaries, parking, signage and Chamber fees.
Sec. 7-11006.  Special Permits / Special Events.
 Special permits may be issued to groups with specific non-touring purposes as follows:

a) Special permits for transporting passengers to noncommercial areas in the historic district.

1. Vehicles transporting passengers to a prearranged destination within the sensitive areas must register with the tour coordinator prior to the date of the trip. 

2. All requests must include the following:  name of group, destination, name of agency/organization sponsoring group, reason for request and agreement from owner/representative for final destination.

b) Upon approval of a request a special temporary permit and placard will be issued by the Tour Coordinator.  The permit shall be placed prominently on the passenger side of the front windshield or as recommended by the Tour Coordinator.

Special events. The city manager or his designee may approve exceptions to this chapter regarding routes, maximum number of touring vehicles, and hours of operation.
Sec. 7-11007.  Business Licenses.

a) All tour companies which have a fixed place of business within the city limits, require a certified tour guide, purchase a rotation slot, or originate tours within the city limits must obtain a business license from the City of Beaufort.

b) All tour companies applying for a business license with the City of Beaufort are subject to review by TMAC prior to issuance of a business license.

Sec. 7-11008. Enforcement.

The City Manager shall designate the appropriate agency within City government to enforce the provisions of this chapter.

Violations of this chapter shall carry a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per occurrence. Tour operators may contest their citations in municipal court.

CHAPTER 11

ARTICLE A:  TOUR COORDINATOR

§ 7-11009.   Tour Coordinator.
Sec. 7-11009. Tour Coordinator.

a) Appointment. City manager shall designate a tour coordinator who shall be responsible for coordinating tours within the historic district. 

b) Authority to regulate. The Tour Coordinator shall have the authority to promulgate regulations pertaining to this chapter subject to the review and approval of the city manager.
c) Enforcement. The Tour Coordinator shall have the authority to issue a citation to any tour operators and/ or tour guides for violations of this chapter. Each citation shall carry a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500) per occurrence. Tour operators may contest their citations in municipal court.

d) Duties. Duties of the coordinator include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Registering vehicles;

2. Assigning routes and starting times for touring vehicles;

3. Handling correspondence with bus companies, tour operators, and tourism agencies;

4. Granting special permits to companies and organizations;

5. Submit a budget annually to the city manager for funding to cover the costs involved in administering this program; 
6. Maintain liaison with the Tourism Management Advisory Commission on matters related to tourism; and
7. Shall be the first point of contact for tour operators with questions about this ordinance.
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Sec. 7-11010.  Definitions.

Tour:  A visitation for hire by any means for purposes of sightseeing, which originates or is conducted within the Beaufort city limits.  A tour shall include but not be limited to such visitation for hire on foot, conveyance by motorized or human-power vehicle, or by animal-drawn carriage for such purpose.  Transportation whose primary purpose is point-to-point conveyance or which offers no commentary or narration and which does not involve stops for any purpose of viewing is not considered a tour under these regulations.

Sec. 7-11011.  Business Licenses.

It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct a tour within the city limits of Beaufort, South Carolina, unless such person either holds a current business license granted by the City of Beaufort, is employed by a tour company which holds a current business license for such activity, or has hired a certified tour guide to narrate the tour.
Sec. 7-11012.  Certification.

It shall be unlawful for any person to act or offer to act as a tour guide for hire within the city limits unless he or she has been certified by the City of Beaufort under the provisions of this article.

Sec. 7-11013.  Application.

a) Any person desiring tour guide certification shall submit an application in writing to the Tour Coordinator on a form to be supplied by the Tour Coordinator.

b) An applicant for tour guide must not be less than eighteen (18) years of age and must provide the following materials:

1. Positive identification.

2. A current, valid driver’s license if applicable to operate motorized or carriage tours.

3. A recent photograph

4. Proof of successfully passing the City of Beaufort certification examination.

c) All applicants will submit to a background investigation to be completed by the Beaufort Police Department and State Law Enforcement Division (SLED).  The background investigation through SLED will be at the applicant’s expense.

d) Any applicant that has been convicted of a felony or violation of laws involving moral turpitude will not be eligible for licensing.  Any applicant that has pending charges of the same will not have their application processed until final disposition of the charges.

Sec. 7-11014.  Issuance of Certification.

Upon successfully meeting all of the requirements under this article and the passage of the competency examination for tour guide certification, the Tour Coordinator shall issue to the applicant a photographic identification card indicating that the holder is a certified tour guide.

a) The identification card must be visible at all times when conducting a tour.

b) The identification card shall remain the property of the city and must be returned upon expiration, revocation, or suspension of the certification.

Sec. 7-11015.  Competency Examination.

a) No person shall be issued a tour guide certification card unless that person has passed the tour guide certification examination given by the Tour Coordinator.  The examination shall be given not less than quarterly and shall test the applicant’s knowledge of the following:

1. The history and architecture of the City of Beaufort.

2. The local government.

3. The proper conduct of tour guides.

4. The regulations applicable to the conduct of tours within the city.

b) The fee for the initial and subsequent tour guide certification examination shall be determined by City Council.
c) Dates for administration of the examination shall be announced and published by the Tour Coordinator.

d) Applicants shall be provided with a tour guide manual and a list of source material from which examination questions may be taken.

e) There shall be no limit upon the number of times an applicant may take the examination, upon payment of the applicable fee for each examination.

f) Successful passage of the tour guide certification examination shall be upon a grade of 80% or greater.  Upon each successful passage, a certified tour card shall be issued for a period of three (3) years, during which time the applicant shall not be required to take the examination again.  
g) At the expiration of the three (3) year period, the certified tour guide shall be required to submit a new background investigation through SLED, as stipulated in Sec. 7-11014.  They shall also be required to take and similarly pass the tour guide certification examination again before being issued a new tour guide certification for another three (3) year period. 

h) All examination papers shall be fairly and impartially graded and shall be retained by the Tour Coordinator until the appeal period provided hereinafter has expired.

i) A tour guide certification shall be in effect for thirty-six (36) months from the date of issue.  Certification may be renewed, upon application and payment of the required fee, for each thirty-six (36) month period thereafter, unless the permit for the proceeding period has been revoked or is suspended.

j) A tour guide certification identification card issued under this article is not transferable and is to be used solely by the person to whom it was issued.

k) It shall be unlawful to alter, deface, obliterate or destroy a tour guide verification identification card or cause or allow the same.

Sec. 7-11016.  Appeals.

Any decision by the Tour Coordinator to deny a license for an individual seeking to become a certified tour guide may be appealed to the city manager within ten (10) business days of the decision.  The decision of the City Manager shall be final and binding.
Sec. 7-11017.  Suspension and/or Revocation.

a) Upon the recommendation of the Tour Coordinator, the City Manager may suspend or cause the suspension of a tour guide certification for the following reasons:

1. Making false statements in the application for the tour guide certification.
2. Operating a tour service or vehicle in violation of any provision of this article or state law.

b) Any person aggrieved by the suspension or revocation of a tour guide certification may appeal the decision to the City Council.

Sec. 7-11018.  Exemption of Non-Profit Organizations.

The Tour Coordinator shall have the authority to exempt non-profit organizations from these regulations in order to conduct special, non-recurring tours for a limited duration of time.
Sec. 7-11019. Enforcement.

The City Manager shall designate the appropriate agency within City government to enforce the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

Violations of this chapter shall carry a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per occurrence. Tour operators may contest their citations in municipal court.
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Sec. 7-11021. Definitions.

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following terms, where used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed herein.

Debark: To exit from a touring vehicle.

Debarkation: The process of exiting from a touring vehicle.

Embark: To enter a touring vehicle.

Embarkation: The process of entering a touring vehicle.

Historic district: The area bounded by Boundary Street on the north, the Beaufort River on the east and south, and Hamar and Bladen Streets on the west.

Point area:  The area east of Carteret Street, bounded by Washington Street to the north, Bay Street to the south.

Large vehicle: Any vehicle used for touring with an official exterior length greater than twenty-five and one-half (251/2) feet.

Mid-sized vehicle: Any vehicle used for touring with an official exterior length of twenty-five and one-half (251/2) feet or less. As used in this chapter this term includes standard passenger automobiles, as well.
Non-touring vehicle: A commercial, chartered, or institutionally affiliated vehicle used only for the purpose of transporting passengers including, but not limited to, school buses used for transporting students; vehicles  used for public transportation; and vehicles traveling only on perimeter roads or to destinations on perimeter roads for shopping, dining, touring on foot, or off-loading onto a registered touring vehicle.

 Perimeter roads: Bay Street, Bladen Street, Boundary Street, and Carteret Street.

Restricted areas: All roads in the historic district that are neither perimeter roads nor part of tour routes for the particular class of vehicle. Hence, restricted areas vary for the two (2) classes of vehicles.

Sensitive areas: All roads in the historic district except perimeter roads.

Special permit: May be issued for (a) prior commitments or (b) specific non-touring purposes for transporting passengers.

Theme vehicle: A vehicle whose design, shape, form, color, signage, or accoutrements is intended to create a particular identity and to call special attention to that vehicle, such as a trolley, Pedi cab, snail vehicle, or articulated vehicle. Touring vehicles displaying commercial or institutional identification in a customary fashion shall not be considered theme vehicles.

Tour coordinator (or "coordinator"):  The person or agency designated by the City Manager responsible for coordinating touring vehicles within the historic district.

Touring vehicle: A commercial, chartered, or institutionally affiliated vehicle transporting passengers whose main purpose is to visit or drive by historic sights, cultural attractions, or scenic areas within the historic district.

Sec. 7-11022. Theme Vehicles.

Theme vehicles other than horse-drawn carriages may not be utilized for touring purposes in the historic district.

Sec. 7-11023.  Registration.

 a)  Operators of the following types of vehicles must register with the tour coordinator or designee prior to beginning a tour in the historic district or traveling in the historic district:

1. All touring vehicles.

2. All large non-touring vehicles (over twenty-five and one-half (25 1/2) feet in length)

Exceptions: 

a. vehicles which are traveling only on perimeter roads and only to destinations beyond the historic district, 

b. vehicles used for public transportation, and 

c. school buses used for transporting students.

b)  Operators of vehicles specified in (a) above shall supply the following information to the tour coordinator when registering:

1. Name and company of Certified Tour Guide narrating tour;

2. Name of the tour operator or tour sponsor;

3. Origin and final destination of the trip; 

4. Estimated duration of the stay and destinations in Beaufort; 

5. Number of passengers on the vehicle (or estimated number when registering in advance, if the exact number is not known); and

6. Official specification for the vehicle exterior length.

c) The tour coordinator may request additional information, as appropriate.

d)  A permit will be given for all touring vehicles which must be prominently displayed on the passenger side of the front windshield or as recommended by the Tour Coordinator.
e)  The tour coordinator will assign a route and may, in cases where routes are at or near capacity, as determined by the coordinator or by policy when so established, assign a departure time for the route (the earliest available time). Operators are encouraged to schedule tours ahead of time.

Sec. 7-11024. Vehicle Classifications.

Touring vehicles shall be classified as one of the following for the purposes of this chapter:  

a) Large vehicle: Any vehicle used for touring with an exterior length greater than twenty-five and one-half (25 1/2) feet.

b) Mid-sized vehicle: Any vehicle used for touring with an exterior length of twenty-five and one-half (25 1/2) feet or less. As used in this chapter, this term includes standard passenger automobiles, as well.

Sec. 7-11025.  Routes.
 The Tour Coordinator in consultation with the City Manager shall establish routes for each class of vehicle.

1. The tour coordinator shall assign routes in order to minimize congestion on the streets and avoid unfair burdens upon residents of streets along which a preponderance of vehicles might otherwise travel.

2. Assigned routes for mid-sized vehicles can be cut short at any perimeter road and at Charles Street.  Assigned routes for large vehicles can be cut short at any perimeter road provided no short cuts are taken    outside of the assigned route to reach those roads.

3. Assigned large vehicle routes may contain optional turnoffs which can be followed if the driver of the vehicle chooses.

4. In cases where a road or an intersection along the assigned route is impassable for any reason the driver of a touring vehicle shall follow the most direct alternative path around that road or intersection. 

5. Touring vehicles shall not enter those street ends designated by the city as public vistas.

6. Large vehicles shall not be permitted east of Carteret Street.

7. Mid-size vehicles with width exceeding ten (10) feet, a wheel base exceeding sixteen (16) feet and exceeding ten (10) feet in height are not permitted east of Carteret Street.
Sec. 7-11026. Vehicle Movement and Stopping.

Touring vehicles must continue moving at all times and may not stop except as required by traffic regulations and at designated embarkation/debarkation points (as specified below) and parking areas.  Vehicles may not operate in reverse except where necessary to maneuver at intersections, embarkation/debarkation points, and parking areas.
Sec. 7-11027. Idling.

Idling of engines is allowed only while passengers are embarking onto or debarking from vehicles, not to exceed fifteen (15) minutes, with exceptions as noted below.

Sec. 7-11028. Embarkation & Debarkation.

a) Large and mid-sized vehicles. Passengers may be discharged and/or picked up only at the embarkation/debarkation points designated below.

1. The east side of Carteret Street just south of the intersection with Duke Street.

2. The west side of Carteret Street just south of the intersection with Craven Street.

3. The east and west loading zones of Carteret Street between Bay Street and Port Republic Street. 

4. The east side of Newcastle Street south of King Street at St. Helena's Episcopal Church.

5. The south side of Bay Street in the paved shoulder located just west of Monson Street, opposite the courthouse. Vehicles may idle in this location for up to ten (10) minutes at a time whether passengers are embarking/debarking or not.

6. The east side of Church Street at St. Helena's Episcopal Church.

7. The two (2) parking lots of Beaufort Baptist Church located at the southwestern corner of the intersection of Charles and King Streets and at the southeastern corner of the intersection of Prince and Charles Streets.

8. The Marina Parking Lot. The limitation on idling, above, does not apply.

9. The Chamber of Commerce on Scott Street between Congress and Boundary Streets.  The limitation on idling, above, does not apply.

10. The loading zone on the west side of Newcastle Street in the block between Bay and Craven Streets.

b) Mid-sized vehicles. Passengers may embark/debark from mid-sized vehicles at the locations listed above as well as the following.

1. The loading zone on Scott Street, south of Port Republic Street, provided there is no truck parked in the zone at that time.  Maximum length of stop is fifteen (15) minutes.

2. Scott Street on the northwest corner of Craven and Scott’s Street.

Sec. 7-11029. Short Term Parking.

Short term parking of touring vehicles is permitted in locations designated by the city for a maximum of two (2) hours. Idling is not permitted except while passengers are embarking or debarking and shall not exceed fifteen (15) minutes. (Idling exemptions listed in Sec. 7-11029 do apply).
Sec. 7-11030. Long Term Parking.
a) There is no limit on idling in the Marina Parking Lot, or in other designated areas, except that engines may not be left idling overnight.

b) All touring vehicles must register at the Visitor's Center.

c) Non-touring vehicles may park in designated bus spaces, as available, with prior approval of the tour coordinator.

Sec. 7-11031. Amplification.

Speaker phones and amplification devices may be operated only within the confines of an enclosed vehicle.

Sec. 7-11032. Hours.

a) Tours may be conducted in sensitive areas of the historic district during the following hours only:

1. Monday through Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

2. Sundays, Christmas, and Thanksgiving 12:00 noon to 5:30 p.m.  (Purchaser may be required to obtain permit prior to holidays.)

3. Pre-registered large vehicles arriving prior to scheduled tour day (Monday through Saturday) may begin at 9:00 a.m.

b) No tour may begin after 5:30 p.m.

Sec. 7-11033.  Fees.

a) Any vehicle requiring a commercial driver’s license for operators, engaged in bringing passengers to the City of Beaufort for the purpose of sightseeing or touring must pay a per vehicle permit fee which will be determined by City Council.  

b) The Tour Coordinator shall have the authority to exempt non-profit organizations from these regulations in order to conduct special, non-recurring tours for a limited duration of time.
c) All bona fide licensed tour vehicle operators may be entitled to purchase one embarkation rotation slot for an annual fee to be determined by City Council.
Sec. 7-11034.  Business Licenses.

Vehicles which are based in Beaufort or collect revenue within the city limits must be licensed and are subject to the provisions of Part 7, Chapter 4 of this Code, “Licensing and Regulation – Public Conveyances”

a) Fixed place of business.  Each bona fide tour bus company, as a condition for holding a license under the provisions of this chapter, shall establish and maintain a fixed headquarters on public or private property for the operation of the company's business. The headquarters shall conform to the ordinances of the city; and adequate off-street parking space shall be provided for all tour buses waiting or not in service. 

b) Inspection.  Each new bus shall be inspected by the Tour Coordinator for compliance before being placed into passenger service. Each passenger vehicle shall be inspected annually upon renewal of the owner's city business license. In addition, any bus involved in an accident shall be inspected by the Tour Coordinator prior to being returned to service transporting passengers for hire. The current city taxi permit will then be affixed upon satisfactory inspection of the vehicle.

c) Failure to comply.  Any applicant who fails to comply with the requirements of this chapter shall not be issued or reissued a business license until proof of compliance is presented by the applicant and certified by the tour coordinator, police, or codes enforcement officer. All of the requirements of this chapter both serve as conditions for issuance of a license and apply to the business once operational.

d) Suspension of license.  The city manager may temporarily suspend the business license of any bus company for violation of any provision of this ordinance. The tour company may appeal any such suspension to city council provided a written appeal has been submitted to the city manager within seven (7) days of the city manager's decision.

e) Determination of bona fide operator status.  The city manager shall determine whether a company which applies for a bona fide tour vehicle operator's license is, indeed a stand alone company, with separate ownership, management and equipment. Existing bus tour companies shall not be given a license to operate for a new company created in name only. 
f) Limitations on business licenses.  No more than two (2) bona fide tour bus companies shall be licensed to operate in the city.
Sec. 7- 11035. Taxi Permit.

Holders of a city business license for the operation of tour bus upon the streets of the city shall be assigned a current year city taxi permit which will be maintained by the business license office. The taxi permit number shall be attached on the left rear of the vehicle and shall be permanently displayed thereon.

Sec. 7-11036.  Driver's Permit.

a) No tour company within the city limits that owns or operates a tour bus company shall permit a tour bus to be driven at any time for hire unless the driver of the bus shall first have obtained, and maintains, a valid tour  driver's permit issued by the city. Driver's permits will be issued and records will be maintained by the police department.

b) On approval of any driver's permit the chief of police, or his designated agent, shall issue a card which shall bear on its face a photograph of the permittee, permit number, expiration date, name of tour company or corporation hiring the driver, and any other information as the chief of police may direct.
c) Driver's permits shall be for a period of three years from the date of issue. The cost of the driver's permit shall be determined by City Council.
d) The driver's permit card shall, at all times, be kept on display in the vehicle operated by the driver, easily visible for the passenger, while that permittee is in control of the vehicle.

e) The driver's permit issued pursuant to this Chapter, shall not be transferable between individuals or companies.

f) Every applicant for a permit under the provisions for this chapter shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age.
g) Revocation of permit. Any driver's permit granted under the terms of this chapter may be suspended by  the chief of police for any violation of this chapter and after due notice to the permittee in writing, citing him  to appear before the chief of police and show cause why his permit should not be permanently revoked. The chief of police may revoke the city driver's permit of any driver when, in his judgment, the driver's physical condition or record for violation of traffic laws, city ordinances, moral turpitude, or other state and federal laws applicable to public passenger service vehicles which indicates the permittee an unfit operator of such a public passenger vehicle or carriage.

h) Appeal from permit revocation. Any person dissatisfied with the decision of the chief of police shall have the right of appeal to the city manager. Any such appeal must be submitted in writing to the city manager within seven (7) days from the date that the decision by the chief of police is rendered. The decision of the city manager is final.

Sec. 7- 11037. Insurance.

a) Any company offering vehicle tours in the City of Beaufort shall be required to provide proof of insurance at the time of business license application and upon request by any inspecting agent of the City of Beaufort.
b) Insurance requirements shall be set by City Council.

Sec. 7-11038. Design Standards.

a) All buses must be reviewed by Tour Coordinator  prior to issuance of business license
b) Buses must not be themed in any way. 
1. Any standard design bus will be allowed.

2. Colors of the bus must be reasonable. 
3. No loud or gaudy colors are allowed.  
4. No florescent paint schemes.  
5. No graphic wraps will be allowed.

Sec. 7-11039.  Identification of Buses and Posting of Information.
a) Information on the vehicle's official gross weight and dimensions shall be maintained with the vehicle whenever the vehicle is in operation. The vehicle's official rated capacity for number of passengers shall be conspicuously posted on or in the vehicle.

b) The name of the tour company shall be clearly displayed on both sides of every vehicle in letters not less than two (2) inches in height. A number not less than four (4) inches in height shall be clearly displayed on both sides and on the rear of every vehicle. The number shall be assigned by the tour coordinator and it shall be distinct from numbers assigned to all other tour companies in the city.
Sec. 7-11040.  Posting of Rate Card.

All persons owning, driving, operating or controlling a tour bus, shall post a rate card therein, in a conspicuous place where it maybe easily and conveniently read by any passenger. The card shall display in plain legible type rates to be charged for transporting passengers or touring. 

Sec. 7-11041. Condition of Tour Buses

(a) Each tour bus operated on the streets of the city shall be maintained in a safe mechanical condition, with all safety equipment remaining intact and operative at all times when the bus is in service.

(b) Each bus shall be kept painted and in a clean and sanitary condition, free of litter and debris and, at all times, suitable for public transportation of passengers.

Sec. 7-11042. Traffic Related Regulations.
Whenever three (3) or more motor vehicles are backed up behind a tour bus the driver shall, at his earliest reasonable opportunity, pull the vehicle over to the side of the road to allow those vehicles to pass.
7-11043. General Operating Regulations.

(a) The total number of touring buses allowed to operate at any one time upon the streets of the city is limited to four (4).
(b) Spacing of tour vehicles. In order to relieve congestion on the streets and to mitigate impact upon residents and businesses no more than one touring vehicle shall be driven along any three-block section in the same direction at any one time. A three-block section is here defined as that linear segment of any individual street circumscribed by four (4) contiguous intersecting streets. Where these spacing requirements are not met, the drivers of the last tour vehicles to enter that section shall generally be deemed to have committed the violation. 

(c) No driver shall permit more passengers to be carried in a bus than the rated seating capacity of the vehicle.  A child in arms shall not be counted as a passenger.

(d) No driver shall collect fares, make change, or take on or discharge passengers when the vehicle is in motion. It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit passengers verbally or by gesture, directly or indirectly, or to advertise or hawk tickets at any loading zone, upon the streets, or in any public outdoor space of the city.
(e) It shall be unlawful to consume or transport alcoholic beverages aboard any tour vehicle.
(f) A driver may refuse service to any potential customer who appears to be impaired or disorderly.
(g) Any driver or operator discovering personal property left on his vehicle shall deliver or report such property to the office of the tour company within twelve (12) hours after the discovery.  The driver's report shall include brief particulars to enable the company to identify the owner of the lost property. The driver will advise any passenger claiming to have lost property while on tours to report such loss to the police. The company shall retain any found property for at least sixty (60) days before disposal.

Sec. 7-11044. Embarkation Rotation Slots.
a) Definition of rotation slots.  A rotation slot entitles the holder to one place in the embarkation queue for a twelve-month period, as follows: if there are two (2) operators who hold one rotation slot each, then each operator will alternate embarkation departures on an equal basis.
b) Fees associated with rotation slots.  Slot fees will be assessed annually, the cost of which will be determined by City Council.
c) Bus tours subject to the embarkation queuing system. All mid-size touring vehicles that depart from the designated departure areas are subject to the rules and regulations of the embarkation queuing system.
d) Bus tours exempt from the embarkation queuing system. Point to point tours which originate and terminate at locations other than the designated departure areas are exempt from the queuing system. Special events as defined in this chapter are exempt from the queuing system with a special permit. Large vehicles that do not tour the point area.  All touring vehicles will be subject to appropriate fees and registration requirements.
e) Allocation of rotation slots. Two (2) permanent rotation slots and two (2) non-local rotation slots, for a total of four (4) rotation slots will be allocated for tours.  Rotation slots will leave every fifteen (15) minutes.  The permanent slots must be spaced thirty (30) minutes apart.
f) Purchase of rotation slots. Each bona fide licensed tour bus operator shall be entitled to the noncompetitive purchase of one embarkation rotation slot for an annual fee determined by City Council.

g) Administration of rotation slots. Administration of the rotation slot system shall be provided by the tour coordinator or designee who shall have the authority to promulgate regulations for the rotation system subject to the review and approval of the city manager.
Sec. 7-11045. Enforcement.

The City Manager shall designate the appropriate agency within City government to enforce the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

Violations of this chapter shall carry a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per occurrence. Tour operators may contest their citations in municipal court.

CHAPTER 11
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Sec. 7-11046.  Definitions
  As used in this chapter, the following terms mean:

City: A municipal corporation; the definition to include all areas within the corporate limits of the city.

Company: The holder of a license to operate a horse-drawn carriage business under the provisions of this chapter whether a person, firm, partnership or corporation.

Driver: Any person who drives or operates a horse-drawn carriage upon the streets of the city for a licensed carriage company.

Driver's permit: The written authority granted by the city and issued by the police department for an individual to drive or operate a horse-drawn carriage within the city.

Horse-drawn carriage: Any hack or carriage which is operated by being drawn by a horse, mule, or other beast of burden, for the transportation for hire of passengers.

Inspector: The individual employee or department of the city charged with the responsibility for administering and enforcing this chapter.

License: The right and privilege granted by the city for operation of a business incorporating the use of one or more horse-drawn carriages within the corporate limits of the city.

Special event: A prearranged tour to accommodate a one time, non recurring special occasion such as a wedding party, celebration, convention or non-profit activity. Large bus tours and boat tours shall not constitute a special event.

Street: Means and includes any street, alley, lane, avenue, court or public place or thoroughfare in the city.

Touring: Operating of a horse-drawn carriage for hire where the primary purpose is to drive by and see historic and architectural sites, cultural attractions, or scenic areas.

Vehicle for hire: Employment of a horse-drawn carriage for passengers, generally for a fee or a fare, for the purposes of touring, point to point transportation, or special events. The vehicle is not deemed to be "for hire" when such passengers are not on board.

Veterinarian: A veterinarian licensed in South Carolina who specializes in large animals.

Sec. 7-11047.  Licensing of Carriage Companies

a) Business license required. No person, firm or corporation shall operate a business involving the use of one or more horse-drawn carriages for hire upon the streets of the city unless a license for such business has first been granted by the city.

b) The City of Beaufort shall reserve the right to have a licensed veterinarian inspect any animal actively used for the purpose of touring, with or without the permission of the tour company, at the expense of the city.
c) Required information. The carriage company shall give to the business license officer of the city the name, address, and telephone number of the veterinarian who certifies the health of the horses. The carriage company shall also maintain the following information on each horse and make this information available to the business license officer or the city manager or his designee upon request:

1. The current veterinarian examination record;

2. Annual immunization record including rabies, Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis, eastern and western equine encephalomyelitis, tetanus, influenza, and negative Coggins test (this latter test to be  administered every other year);

3. A picture of the horse and a name or other designation for the horse;

4. Description of any identifying characteristics, marks, or brands; 

5. The load/weight which each horse is capable of pulling as certified by a veterinarian.

d) Fixed place of business. Each horse-drawn carriage company, as a condition for holding a license under the provisions of this chapter, shall establish and maintain a fixed headquarters on public or private property for the operation of the company's business. The headquarters shall conform to the ordinances of the city; and adequate off-street parking space shall be provided for all horse-drawn carriages waiting or not in service.

e) Inspection.  Each new carriage shall be inspected by police for compliance before being placed into passenger service. Each carriage shall be inspected annually upon renewal of the owner's city business license. In addition, any horse-drawn carriage involved in an accident shall be inspected by police prior to being returned to service transporting passengers for hire. The current city taxi permit will then be affixed upon satisfactory inspection of the vehicle and equipment.

f) Failure to comply.  Any applicant who fails to comply with the requirements of this chapter shall not be issued or reissued a business license until proof of compliance is presented by the applicant and certified by the attending veterinarian, police, codes enforcement, or the Tour Coordinator. All of the requirements of this chapter both serve as conditions for issuance of a license and apply to the business once operational.

g) Suspension of license.  The city manager may temporarily suspend the business license of any carriage company for violation of any provision of this ordinance. The carriage company may appeal any such suspension to city council provided a written appeal has been submitted to the city manager within seven (7) days of the city manager's decision.

h) Limitations on business licenses. No more than two (2) bona fide carriage companies shall be licensed to operate in the city.

i) Determination of bona fide operator status. The city manager shall determine whether a company which applies for a carriage tour operator's license is, indeed a stand alone company, with separate ownership, management and equipment. Existing carriage tour companies shall not be given a license to operate for a new company created in name only.  If City Council, after notice and a hearing, determines that there exists collusion or other sharing of ownership between companies holding a license to operate carriage tours, said operator or operators shall be prohibiting from participating in the sealed-bid procurement process set forth in Section 7-11067 (e) at the next license renewal period.
Sec. 7-11048. Taxi Permit.

Holders of a city business license for the operation of horse-drawn carriages upon the streets of the city shall be assigned a current year city taxi permit which will be maintained by the business license office. The taxi permit number shall be attached on the left rear of the carriage and shall be permanently displayed thereon.

Sec. 7-11049. Driver's Permit Required.

(a) No person shall operate a horse-drawn carriage for hire upon the streets of the city and no person who owns or operates a horse-drawn carriage company shall permit a horse-drawn carriage to be driven at any time for hire unless the driver of the carriage shall first have obtained, and maintains, a valid horse-drawn carriage driver's permit issued by the city. Driver's permits will be issued and records will be maintained by the police department.

(b) Application. The driver of any horse-drawn carriage shall possess a valid driver’ s license and make and file with the chief of police a  written application for a  horse-drawn carriage driver's permit. Such application shall be sworn to by the applicant and shall include the full name, date of birth, driver's license State and number, and residence of the applicant; and shall state that the applicant possesses all requirements necessary to operate a horse-drawn carriage in a safe, prudent and satisfactory manner. A statement as to whether or not such applicant has  been convicted of violating any provision of this chapter, or other city ordinance, state or federal law; and shall set forth the nature of the offense(s), if any, and furnish other information as may be required for determining the applicant's qualifications. Any false entry on the application will be cause for disapproval of the driver's permit.

(c) Horse-drawn carriage driver's permits shall be for a period of three years from the date of issue. The cost shall be determined City Council.
(d) On approval of any driver's permit the chief of police, or his designated agent, shall issue a card which shall bear on its face a photograph of the permittee, permit number, expiration date, name of carriage company or corporation hiring the driver, and any other information as the chief of police may direct.

(e) The driver's permit card shall, at all times, be kept on display in the carriage operated by the driver, easily visible for the passenger, while that permittee is in control of the carriage.

(f) The driver's permit issued pursuant to this Chapter, shall not be transferable between individuals or companies.

(g) Every applicant for a permit under the provisions for this chapter shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age.

(h) Revocation of permit. Any driver's permit granted under the terms of this chapter may be suspended by  the chief of police for any violation of this chapter and after due notice to the permittee in writing, citing him  to appear before the chief of police and show cause why his permit should not be permanently revoked. The chief of police may revoke the city driver's permit of any driver when, in his judgment, the driver's physical condition or record for violation of traffic laws, city ordinances, moral turpitude, or other state and federal laws applicable to public passenger service vehicles which indicates the permittee an unfit operator of such a public passenger vehicle or carriage.

(i) Appeal from permit revocation. Any person dissatisfied with the decision of the chief of police shall have the right of appeal to the city manager. Any such appeal must be submitted in writing to the city manager within seven (7) days from the date that the decision by the chief of police is rendered. The decision of the city manager is final.

Sec. 7-11050. Insurance.

a) Any company offering horse-drawn vehicle tours in the City of Beaufort shall be required to provide proof of insurance at the time of business license application and upon request by any inspecting agent of the City of Beaufort.

b) Insurance requirements shall be set by City Council.
Sec. 7-11051. Design Standards.

Animal-drawn vehicles shall be authentically styled passenger carriages, similar to surreys, rockaways, or examples in illustrations number 1 through 40 in "American Carriages, Sleighs, Sulkies and Carts," ed. Don. K. Berkebik, Dover Publications, Inc. 1977. Wagons which patently were designed for cargo instead of passengers will not be approved. Carriages shall not exceed sixteen (16) feet in length or six (6) feet and four (4) inches in width. Carriages will be measured in length from end to end including the wheels but excluding the shaft. Carriages will be measured in width from outermost point to outermost point. 

Sec. 7.11052. Identification of Carriages/ Posting of Information.

(a) Information on the carriage vehicle's official gross weight and dimensions shall be maintained with the vehicle whenever the vehicle is in operation. The vehicle's official rated capacity for number of passengers shall be conspicuously posted on or in the vehicle.

(b) The name of the carriage company shall be clearly displayed on both sides of every carriage in letters not less than two (2) inches in height. A number not less than four (4) inches in height shall be clearly displayed on both sides and on the rear of every carriage. The number shall be assigned by the business license official and it shall be distinct from numbers assigned to all other horse-drawn carriages in the city.

Sec. 7-11053. Posting of Rate Card.

All persons owning, driving, operating or controlling horse-drawn carriages, shall post a rate card therein, in a conspicuous place where it maybe easily and conveniently read by any passenger. The card shall display in plain legible type rates to be charged for transporting passengers.

Sec. 7-11054. Condition of Carriages.

(a) Each horse-drawn carriage operated on the streets of the city shall be maintained in a safe mechanical condition, with all safety equipment remaining intact and operative at all times when the carriage is in service.

(b) Carriages in operation thirty (30) minutes after sundown shall have lamps or reflectors in accordance with South Carolina Code 56-5-4650.

(c) Each carriage shall be kept painted and in a clean and sanitary condition, free of litter and debris, and at all times, suitable for public transportation of passengers.

Sec. 7-11055. Safety Equipment.

 The following safety equipment shall be maintained on each carriage at all times:

1. A four-pound, all-purpose Class ABC fire extinguisher and a first aid kit.

2. A two-way radio or mobile telephone for immediate communication with the company's home office.

3. A "Slow Moving Vehicle" symbol mounted on the rear of the vehicle.

4. Head lights and tail lights on each vehicle which meet or exceed the requirements of the State of South Carolina for vehicles.

5. Amber reflectors mounted on each side of the horse's bridle and harness and on each side of the horse-drawn carriage.

6. Brakes (each carriage shall be equipped with brakes).

Sec. 7-11056. Sanitation Requirements.

Any spills or manure will be removed by the carriage operator.   Spillage or manure not removed by the operator will be removed by the City, the cost of which will be borne by the operator on duty when reported.
Cross reference-Health and sanitation generally, Title 6.
Sec. 7-11057. Traffic Related Regulations.

The operator of any animal-drawn vehicle within the city shall be subject to vehicle and traffic provisions of this ordinance and shall operate his or her carriage in accordance with the traffic laws of the state.

(a) No driver shall permit an animal to pull a carriage at a speed faster than a slow trot, except in emergency situations.

(b) Due to the nature of operating animal-drawn vehicles in areas of congestion and heavy traffic within the city, it shall be unlawful to operate an animal-drawn vehicle except when the animals are under complete control and with due care for the safety of others. Due caution should be exercised when emergency vehicles are present and using emergency warning lights or sirens. 

(c) Whenever three (3) or more motor vehicles are backed up behind a horse-drawn carriage the driver shall, at his earliest reasonable opportunity, pull the carriage over to the side of the road to allow those vehicles to pass.

(d) All carriages for hire must keep moving at all times and may not stop except as required by traffic regulations and by (d), above and where particular exigencies reasonably require it. 
7-11058. General Operating Regulations.

a) The total number of horse-drawn carriages allowed to operate at any one time upon the streets of the city is limited to six (6) of which four (4) may be on tour.  Any carriages in excess of the four (4) on tour shall only be permitted if it is in transport to or from their staging area. The carriages in operation shall be divided equally among the carriage companies.

b) Spacing of carriages. In order to relieve congestion on the streets and to mitigate impact upon residents and businesses no more than one carriage shall be driven along any three-block section in the same direction at any one time. A three-block section is defined as that linear segment of any individual street circumscribed by four (4) contiguous intersecting streets.  Where these spacing requirements are not met, the drivers of the last carriages to enter that section shall generally be deemed to have committed the violation. This provision applies only to carriages while used for hire. However, drivers of carriages which are not being used for hire are encouraged to observe these spacing requirements.
c) No single animal shall pull a load greater than the load weight it is certified to pull by a licensed veterinarian.

d) No driver shall permit more passengers to be carried in a carriage than the rated seating capacity of the carriage. A child in arms shall not be counted as a passenger.

e) No driver shall collect fares, make change, or take on or discharge passengers when the carriage is in motion.

f) It shall be unlawful for a driver of any carriage to leave the vehicle, or the immediate premises there of, while the vehicle is parked or while awaiting passengers at the carriage stand.

g) It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit passengers verbally or by gesture, directly or indirectly, or to advertise or hawk tickets at any loading zone, upon the streets, or in any public outdoor space of the city.  The sale of tour tickets may only occur at the carriage stand by the company which is in rotation, inside, on private property or other locations as designated by City Council.

h) It shall be unlawful to consume or transport alcoholic beverages aboard any carriage.

i) A driver may refuse service to any potential customer who appears to be impaired or disorderly.

j) Any driver or operator discovering personal property left on his carriage shall deliver or report such         property to the office of the carriage company within twelve (12) hours after the discovery.  The driver's report shall include brief particulars to enable the company to identify the owner of the lost property. The driver will advise any passenger claiming to have lost property while on tours to report such loss to the police. The company shall retain any found property for at least sixty (60) days before disposal.

k) Carriages shall not be operated in adverse weather conditions.

l) Drivers must keep the horse reins in their hands while the carriage is in motion.

Sec. 7-11059. Carriage Stands.

a) No parking of carriages shall be permitted in the corporate limits of the city except at designated carriage stands. Carriages may be parked at carriage stands for any length of time during the hours of operation stated in section 7-11061.

b) Designated carriage stands include the following:

1. In the west end of the Marina Parking Lot on Bay Street in the area adjacent to the water trough.

2. The city manager may designate additional stands in the Marina Parking lot.

c) No more than four (4) carriages at one time may be allowed in the Marina Parking Lot, the number of carriages shall be divided equally among the carriage companies present.  Carriages awaiting an approved special event shall be excluded as approved by the Tour Coordinator.

d) Drivers of horse-drawn carriages shall maintain the carriage stands in a sanitary condition at all times.  Any failure to do so on the part of the driver shall subject the driver and/or the company to the penalties provided herein.

Sec. 7-11060. Loading Zones.

(a) Passengers may be loaded or discharged only in designated loading zones. Carriages may remain in loading zone only while loading or discharging passengers or while waiting to load passengers for a prearranged tour. However; no carriage may remain in a loading zone for more than ten (10) minutes without providing water to the horse.

(b) The following locations are designated as loading zones:

1. Carriage stands designated by the City Manager.

2. Location on private property (i.e. outside of the road right-of-way and any public areas) for prearranged tours, special events, and point to point transportation.

3. Location on street adjacent to homes, restaurants, hotels, churches, and other establishments for prearranged tours, special events, or point to point transportation for persons departing from or arriving at those establishments provided that there is no off-street parking otherwise available and that the carriage is parked outside of any travel lane. This allowance applies to Bay Street only after 5:30 p.m.

4. The city manager may establish additional loading zones and conditions for those loading zones.

Sec. 7-11061. Hours of Operation.

(a) Horse-drawn carriages for hire, including those used for tours, special events and point to point transportation (with exception in (b), below) shall be operated on the streets of the city only as follows:

1. During Eastern Daylight Time.
Monday through Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. No tour may begin after 6:00 p.m.

2. During Eastern Standard Time.
Monday through Saturday-9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  No tour may begin after 5:00 p.m.

3. Sundays, Christmas, and Thanksgiving 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.

No tour may begin after 5:00 p.m.

(b) Point to point transportation shall also be permitted from 5:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. daily provided that the most expeditious route is followed and no touring is conducted.

Sec. 7-11062. Geographic Area of Operation and Routes.

(a) Area of operation. The permitted area of operation for horse-drawn carriages carrying passengers for touring, special events, or point to point transportation is defined as follows:

1. General boundaries for carriages for hire include all land bounded on the north by Boundary Street, on the east by the Beaufort River, on the south by Bay Street,  and on the west by Bladen Street.

2. Carriages for hire are prohibited from operating on the following streets and street segments: Carteret Street, Boundary Street, Bay Street and street ends (short cul-de-sacs located in proximity to marsh areas) located east of Carteret Street.

3. Carriages for hire may only cross Carteret Street at electronically signalized intersections.

(b)  Routes. Routes are established as follows:
1. Carriages used for touring or for special events shall be operated only along approved routes. Carriages used for point to point transportation are not restricted to these routes.

2. The tour coordinator may submit recommendations on routes to the city manager for his review.

3. Where particular exigencies exist drivers may deviate from the routes established herein provided they deviate from those routes as little as possible.

4. At times when carriages are not being operated for hire, drivers of those carriages are encouraged to travel along streets that are not part of the routes.

Sec. 7-11063. Special Events.

The city manager or his designee may approve exceptions to this chapter regarding routes, maximum number of carriages, and hours for special events.

Sec. 7-11064. Stables and Exercise Lots.

When stables or exercise lots are maintained within the city limits, the company shall comply with the following conditions:

(a) The structure and premises shall be maintained in a sanitary condition through the proper use of lime and pesticides.

1. Manure shall be removed from the stable and lot at least twice daily and secured in plastic bags, then placed in covered containers or a Dempsey dumpster. Such containers shall be at least fifty (50) feet from any other dwelling or pool, patio or other structure on an adjoining lot and at least twenty-five (25) feet from any property line, notwithstanding any other provision contained in this chapter having requirements for covered containers.

2.  All manure shall be removed from the premises at least twice weekly or more often as necessary to prevent or reduce the propagation of flies and creation of odors. 

3. Exercise lots shall be designed and maintained to drain so as to prevent ponding and propagation of insects. The lot shall be designed and maintained so as to prevent the pollution by drainage or run off into adjacent streams or other water bodies.

4. All feed spillage on the lot shall be promptly removed so as to prevent attraction of flies, rodents and birds, or the creation of odors.

5. Provisions shall also be made for insect control.

6. The exercise or training areas on the lot shall be dampened to prevent dust.

7. Any odors resulting from horses housed in the stable or lot shall not be detectable from the property line of the facility.

(b) Welfare of horses.

1. Each individual draft animal shall have a stall large enough for the animal to safely turn around; but in no case shall any individual animal be kept in a stall less than ten (10) feet by twelve (12) feet or one  hundred twenty (120) square feet in area. Ceilings in stalls and stables shall be at least nine (9) feet from the bedding and flooring.

2. Ventilation adequate to ensure good health and comfort of animals shall be provided in stable and stall areas.

3. Adequate and leak-free roofing is required for any stable or stall area in which animals are housed in the city.

4. Straw bedding in stalls and stables shall be kept at least six (6) inches in depth and shall not show wetness under the pressure of any draft animal's hooves.

5. Adequate water shall be provided in stables and stalls at all times while any draft animal is present.

6. Food shall be kept free of contamination and stored in rodent-proof containers.

(c) Complaints regarding any stable or lot that is not maintained in compliance with the foregoing requirements should be filed with the City of Beaufort building codes official.

Sec. 7-11065. Treatment and Condition of Horses.

(a) A licensed veterinarian shall certify, after due and proper inspection, the good health of each draft animal before it is placed in service. A minimum of two (2) such health inspections and certificates shall be required for each animal each calendar year.

(b) No driver may use more than a light touch of the whip upon any animal, and no driver or other person   may forcefully strike an animal, or make movements or noise intended to frighten or harm an animal.

(c) Horses shall be allowed access to water at least every one (1) hour while in service.

(d) No animal shall be subject to any condition or treatment, whether in service or out of service, which will impair the good health and physical condition of that animal.

(e) Unless written approval is given by a licensed veterinarian, no animal having open sores or wounds or any disease or ailment, shall be permitted to be in service on the streets of the city.

(f) Prompt veterinary care and services shall be provided for sick horses, and when deemed necessary by a licensed veterinarian, the sick horse shall be promptly removed from the facility.

(g) Each draft animal shall have its hooves properly trimmed and shod for street use.

(h) Each animal shall be groomed daily in order that there are no signs of fungus, dandruff, or a dirty coat.

(i) Harnesses shall be properly fitted, maintained, and oiled so that no irritating material will come in direct contact with the animal.

(j) Horse shall not be worked in extreme conditions of heat and humidity which may be harmful to the horse.

Sec. 7-11066. Inspections, Compliance, and Enforcement.

(a) Any law enforcement officer, county health officer, the Tour Coordinator or codes enforcement official shall be empowered to inspect the stables, stalls, horses, carriages and other operating facilities of any carriage company located within the city limits, during normal business hours, with or without prior notice, and to examine operating practices of any carriage company to ensure continuous compliance with this chapter.

(b) The chief of police shall have the authority to remove from operation upon the streets of the city any horse-drawn carriage which does not meet the requirements of this chapter, and may prohibit operation of the carriage until deficiencies have been corrected. Any person dissatisfied with the decision of the chief of police shall have the right of appeal to the city manager. Any such appeal may be submitted in writing to the city manager within seven (7) days from the date that the decision by the chief of police is rendered. The decision of the city manager is final.

(c) Operators and agents of the carriage company and passengers shall comply with all city ordinances and state and federal laws which govern the treatment of animals, including horses, mules or other oxen of burden. Failure to comply with this chapter can result in revocation of the business permit and punishment at the discretion of the municipal court.

Sec. 7-11067. Embarkation Rotation Slots.
(a) Definition of rotation slots. A rotation slot entitles the holder to one place in the embarkation queue for a thirty-six (36) month period from the date of the issuance of the rotation slot, as follows:  if there are two (2) operators who hold one rotation slot each, then each operator will alternate embarkation departures on an equal, consecutive basis. 
(b) Fees associated with rotation slots. All fees shall be assessed annually beginning January 1 in an amount determined by the sealed-bid procurement process set forth in paragraph (e) below with the minimum annual bid being in the amount determined by City Council.
(c) Carriage tours subject to the embarkation queuing system. All carriage tours that depart from the Marina Parking Lot are subject to the rules and regulations of the embarkation queuing system.

(d) Carriage tours exempt from the embarkation queuing system. Point to point transportation which originates and terminates at locations other than the Marina Parking Lot are exempt from the queuing system. Special events as defined in this chapter and as approved by the City Manager or his designee are exempt from the queuing system.

(e) Allocation of rotation slots. There will be two (2) slots made available for purchase by bona fide carriage tour companies (one per company) at an annual fee determined by sealed-bid procurement process as set forth herein.  Effective on the first day of October, 2006, and on each third year thereafter on the first business day of October, the City will conduct a sealed-bid procurement process for the purchase of the two rotation slots ( one per bona fide carriage tour company) for the ensuing 36-month period beginning January 1.  The sealed-bid shall be the annual fee for the embarkation rotation slot for the 36-month period beginning the following January 1.  City Council shall determine the minimum bid for the annual fee, which shall be stated in the published procurement notice.
(f) Administration of rotation slots. Administration of the rotation slot system shall be provided by the tour coordinator who shall have the authority to promulgate regulations for the rotation system subject to the review and approval of the city manager.

1. Rotation timing schedule. Each carriage queued to depart may wait a maximum period of twenty (20) minutes before it is required to debark. Thereafter, if the carriage is empty it must rotate out or rotate to the last position in line.

Sec. 7-11068. Enforcement.

The City Manager shall designate the appropriate agency within City government to enforce the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

Violations of this chapter shall carry a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per occurrence. Tour operators may contest their citations in municipal court.

CHAPTER 11

ARTICLE E:  WALKING TOURS FOR HIRE
ARTICLE D – SECTIONS:

§ 7-11069.   Definitions.

§ 7-11070.   Licensing of Walking Tours Companies.
§ 7-11071.   Insurance.

§ 7-11072.   General Operating Regulations.

§ 7-11073.   Hours of Operation.

§ 7-11074.   Special Events.

§ 7-11075.   Enforcement.
Sec. 7-11069.  Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms mean:

City: A municipal corporation; the definition to include all areas within the corporate limits of the city.

Company: The holder of a license to operate a walking tour business under the provisions of this chapter whether a person, firm, partnership or corporation.

Inspector: The individual employee or department of the city charged with the responsibility for administering and enforcing this chapter.

License: The right and privilege granted by the city for operation of a business incorporating the use of one or more walking tours within the corporate limits of the city.

Street: Means and includes any street, alley, lane, avenue, court or public place or thoroughfare in the city.

Touring:  Operation of a walking tour for hire where the primary purpose is to walk by and see historic and architectural sites, cultural attractions, or scenic areas.

Sec. 7-11070.  Licensing of Walking Tour Companies.

a) Business license required.  No person, firm or corporation shall operate a business involving the use of one or more walking tour companies for hire upon the streets of the city unless a license for such business has first been granted by the city.

b) Fixed place of business.  Each walking tour company, as a condition for holding a license under the provisions of this chapter, shall establish and maintain a fixed headquarters on public or private property for the operation of the company's business. The headquarters shall conform to the ordinances of the city. 
c) Failure to comply.  Any applicant who fails to comply with the requirements of this chapter shall not be issued or reissued a business license until proof of compliance is presented by the applicant and certified by the tour coordinator, police, or codes enforcement officer. All of the requirements of this chapter both serve as conditions for issuance of a license and apply to the business once operational.
d) Suspension of license.  The city manager or designated official may temporarily suspend the business license of any walking tour company for violation of any provision of this ordinance. The walking tour company may appeal any such suspension to city council provided a written appeal has been submitted to the city manager within seven (7) days of the city manager's decision.

e) Limitations on business licenses.  No more than three (3) bona fide walking tour companies shall be licensed to operate in the city.

f) Determination of bona fide operator status.  The city manager shall determine whether a company that applies for a walking tour operator's license is, indeed a stand alone company, with separate ownership, management, and equipment. Existing walking tour companies shall not be given a license to operate for a new company created in name only. 
Sec. 7-11071.  Insurance.

a) Any company offering walking tours in the City of Beaufort shall be required to provide proof of insurance at the time of business license application and upon request by any inspecting agent of the City of Beaufort.

b) Insurance requirements shall be set by City Council.

Sec. 7-11072.  General Operating Regulations.

(a)
The guide and guests of a walking tour shall neither trespass on private property nor block streets or access to driveways.  The tour company shall be responsible for collection and removal of all trash generated by guests.
(b) It shall be unlawful to consume or transport alcoholic beverages while participating in any walking tour.

(c) A guide may refuse service to any potential customer who appears to be impaired or disorderly.

(d) Walking tours shall not be operated in adverse weather conditions as determined by the TC
(e) Speaker phones and amplification devices are prohibited on walking tours.  All narration shall conform to the city noise ordinance. 
(f) All walking tours shall be limited to 20 (twenty) guests.
(g) No animals shall be permitted on tours except service animals.
(h) Any person conducting a walking tour must be certified by the City of Beaufort as a licensed tour guide.

Sec. 7-11073.  Hours of Operation.

(a) Walking tours for hire shall be operated on the streets of the city only as follows:

(1) Monday through Saturday - 9:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in residential areas and 9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the core commercial district, from May 15 to October 15, inclusive.

(2) Monday through Saturday - 9:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. in residential areas and 9:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the core commercial district, from October 16 to May 14, inclusive.
(3) Sundays, Christmas, and Thanksgiving 12:00 noon to 5:30 p.m.
Sec. 7-11074.  Special Events.

The city manager or designee may approve exceptions to this chapter regarding routes, maximum number of guests, and hours for special events.
Sec 7-11075.  Enforcement

The City Manager shall designate the appropriate agency within City government to enforce the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

Violations of this chapter shall carry a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per occurrence. Tour operators may contest their citations in municipal court.
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Sec. 7-11076.  Definitions

As used in his chapter, the following terms mean:

 City: A municipal corporation; the definition to include all areas within the corporate limits of the city.
Inspector: The individual employee or department of the city charged with the responsibility for administering and enforcing this chapter.

Company: The holder of a license to operate a boat tour business under the provisions of this chapter whether a person, firm, partnership, or corporation.
 License: The right and privilege granted by the city for operation of a business incorporating the use of one or more boats that are launched from or operate within the corporate limits of the city.
Touring: Operation of a boat for hire where the primary purpose is to travel by historic and architectural sites, cultural attractions, ecological or scenic areas.
Tour coordinator (or "coordinator"):  The person or agency designated by the City Manager responsible for coordinating tours within the historic district.
Contractor: The person, firm, partnership or corporation under contract by the city to operate the facilities and concessions at the city marina property.
Tourism Management Advisory Commission (TMAC): A commission appointed by the City Council to advise it on matters related to tourism.
Sec 7-11077.  Licensing of Boat Tour Companies

a) Business license required. No person, firm or corporation shall operate a business involving the use of one or more boats for hire where trips are initiated in or operating on waters within or contiguous to the city unless a license for such business has first been granted by the city.

b) A description of any amplification that is to be used on tours must be included in the application 
c) Suspension of license. The city manager or designee may temporarily suspend the business license of any boat tour company for violation of any provision of this ordinance. The company may appeal any such suspension to city council provided a written appeal has been submitted to the city manager within seven (7) days of the city manager’s decision.
Section 7-11078.  Responsibility of Contractor

The contractor shall enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with each company and shall provide to the Tour Coordinator the following:

1. Proof that all cruise/tour operators are being provided equal services and access through the contractor;
2. Proof of current inspection by the Coast Guard for each vessel used for tours assuring necessary equipment and proper license, including business license for the vessel and its Captain;
3. Proof of liability insurance as required by City Council.

4. Assurance that each tour shall have an adequate and properly trained crew for operation;
5. Assurance that each company adheres to all sanitation standards, as set by local, state or federal authorities as applicable.
6. Assurance that the captain for each tour has a proper U.S. Coast Guard Captain’s license.

Sec 7-11079.  Insurance.
a) Any company offering boat tours in the City of Beaufort shall be required to provide proof of insurance at the time of business license application and upon request by any inspecting agent of the City of Beaufort.

b) Insurance requirements shall be set by City Council.

Sec 7-11080.  General Operating Regulations

(a) It shall be unlawful to consume or transport alcoholic beverages while participating in any boat tour unless the tour company has an appropriate South Carolina Department of Revenue license to sell and/or serve alcoholic beverages.
(b) A captain may refuse service to any potential customer who appears to be impaired or disorderly.

(c) A certified tour guide must conduct tours that include any narration about historical event and/or sites of the city.


(d) Passenger capacity for all tours shall be limited to no more than the vessel is rated to carry.

Sec 7-11081.  Enforcement

The City Manager shall designate the appropriate agency within City government to enforce the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

Violations of this chapter shall carry a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per occurrence. Tour operators may contest their citations in municipal court.
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