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OSCEOLA COUNTY

EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

Probationary Firefighter Orientation

V1.3-052404

Welcome to Osceola County Fire Rescue!  You are now one of many who serve a large, diverse and growing community spanning rural, suburban and urbanized settings.  Throughout the next six months you will participate in a structured process to ensure you can perform the skills required of all OsCFD firefighters.  Although you may be transferred from your original station to another, perhaps to temporarily fill a need, your progress in demonstrating the skills and knowledge outlined in this document is expected to continue regardless of station assignment.

The station company officer (including ROG officer) is responsible to ensure you are afforded appropriate time, assistance, support and resources to accomplish the tasks in the timeframes expected.  Your battalion chief will ensure benchmarks are accomplished on time, within acceptable levels and reported through the chain of command to the appropriate personnel.

PROGRAM ORIENTATION

On your first shift day following your administrative orientation process you will report to the battalion chief who will welcome you and provide a brief orientation of expectations and safety priorities.  The battalion chief will then direct you to your assigned station, accompany you there and introduce you to your receiving officer.  Your company officer will introduce you to the Probationary Firefighter Skills Orientation where each point, skill and requirement will be discussed.  If you have any questions, ask them.  Throughout the entire program you are encouraged to ask questions to ensure you are provided every opportunity to succeed.

FIREFIGHTER RESPONSIBILITIES

Firefighters are expected to complete all skills and requirements during the first 20 weeks of probation.  The last four weeks are reserved to make-up requirements, improve weaknesses and be evaluated for successful completion of probation.  Whenever or wherever directions are unclear, firefighters are expected ask questions to ensure all orders are understandable.

LIEUTENANT RESPONSIBILITIES

Lieutenants (including ROG’s) are expected to personally administer this program acting as the principal training officer.  They are encouraged to include all members of the crew, but the success of the individual will be directly attributed to the company officer’s participation, facilitation and actions in the process.  The lieutenant is responsible for documenting completed skills, comments and follow-up recommendations where appropriate at the appropriate timelines on the check-off pages throughout the training process.

BATTALION CHIEF RESPONSIBILITIES

The program’s success and the success of the probationary firefighter are directly attributed to the battalion chief’s interaction throughout the 20-week timeline and beyond.  Following the initial introductions and review, the battalion chief will meet with the firefighter and lieutenant, at a minimum monthly, to review the firefighter’s progress, record remarks in the spaces available and assist in any way necessary to support the program.

SKILL DEMONSTRATION

Skill demonstrations should be accomplished in the station or training environment whenever possible.  However, competency in certain, appropriate techniques may be demonstrated (and properly documented) in actual field or emergency situations under proper supervision.  Documentation of these skills or abilities may be done out of order as the incident presents the opportunity to do so.  In most cases, however the orientation should proceed in order whenever possible.

PROGRAM REVIEW AFFIRMATION

I have reviewed the Probationary Firefighter Orientation with the above listed firefighter.  During the review, I allowed sufficient time and opportunity for questions to be asked and clarified.

LIEUTENANT:  ____________________________  DATE/BDG#:  ________________/________

PRINT:  __________________________________

I have reviewed the Probationary Firefighter Orientation with the above listed firefighter.  During the review, I allowed sufficient time and opportunity for questions to be asked and clarified.

BATTALION CHIEF:  ________________________  DATE/BDG#: ________________/________

PRINT:  ___________________________________

I  have reviewed the Probationary Firefighter Orientation with my lieutenant and battalion chief.  During the review, I was allowed sufficient time and opportunity for questions and explanations.

FIREFIGHTER:  ____________________________  DATE/BDG#: _________________/________

PRINT:  __________________________________

THIS FORM TO BE RETURNED TO TRAINING FOLLOWING INITIAL MEETING WITH FIREFIGHTER.
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1.
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE  (Weeks 1-4)


Initial /   Badge # /   Date

1.1 The FF will demonstrate knowledge of the organization of the 

fire department.
 






____/______/_______         

   
1.2 The FF will demonstrate knowledge of the size of the fire department, 

the scope of its operation, and the standard operational procedures.  
_____/______/_______     

1.3 The FF will demonstrate the fire department rules and regulations that 

apply to the position of FF.         





_____/______/_______     

2.
FIRE ALARM & COMMUNICATIONS (Weeks 1-4)

2.1
The FF will define the procedure for a citizen to report a fire or

             other emergency.                                                                          

______/______/______     

2.2
The FF will demonstrate receiving an alarm or a report of an

             emergency and initiate action.                                                         
_____/______/_______     

2.3
The FF will demonstrate procedures for receipt and processing of

             business and personal phone calls.                                                        
_____/______/_______
2.4 The FF will demonstrate described fire department radio procedures.
_____/______/_______     
2.5
The FF will define policy and procedures concerning calls for

special assistance from the emergency scene.                                       
_____/______/_______     
2.5 The FF will demonstrate areas assigned for first alarm response.    
_____/______/_______         
2.6 The FF will demonstrate both mobile and portable radio equipment.   
_____/______/_______                                                                                              
REMARKS:  _________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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3.
EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE (Weeks 1-4)

3.1 The FF will demonstrate a primary survey for life-threatening injuries.   ______/______/_______     
3.2
The FF will demonstrate procedures for determining whether or not a

              victim has an open airway.                                                                       ______/______/_______     
3.3
The FF will demonstrate procedures for establishing an open airway

             in a non-breathing person.                                                                        ______/______/_______    

3.4 The FF will demonstrate mouth-to-mouth and mouth-to-nose 
resuscitation.   






          ______/______/_______                                                                                             

3.5
The FF will demonstrate oro-nasal ventilation.                                     _______/______/_______     

3.5 The FF will demonstrate the three signs of cardiac arrest.                   _______/______/_______     
3.6 The FF will demonstrate cardiopulmonary resuscitation.                     _______/______/_______     
3.7
The FF will demonstrate three types of external bleeding and the

             characteristics of each type.                                                                   _______/______/_______     
3.8
The FF will demonstrate techniques for controlling external bleeding.   _______/______/_______                                                                                                 

3.9 The FF will demonstrate four sources from which information might 

be gathered pertaining to the nature of an accident victim’s injuries.    _______/______/_______                                                          
3.10 The FF, given specific situations, will demonstrate what injuries 

might be suspected from observation of the injury-producing 

mechanisms in addition to those injuries that are obvious.     
         ______/______/_______     
3.11 The FF, given a victim, will conduct a secondary survey for 

             life-threatening injuries.       




        _______/______/_______     

3.12 The FF will describe the signs and symptoms of internal bleeding     _______/______/_______     
3.13
The FF will describe the emergency care for a person with known or 

suspected internal bleeding.   




        ______/______/_______      
3.14
The FF will describe characteristics and emergency medical 

             care of thermal burns according to severity.  


       ______/______/_______                                            

3.15
The FF will describe the emergency medical care for chemical

             burns, including chemical burns to the eyes.  


      ______/______/_______                      
REMARKS:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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3.
EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE (Weeks 1-4) (Continued)

3.16 The FF will describe the types of fractures and describe the 

differences.       






      ______/______/_______                                                                                             

3.17 The FF will describe three general signs and symptoms 
of a fracture.           





      ______/______/_______                                                                                            

3.18 The FF, given an identified fracture, will demonstrate the 

             emergency medical care necessary to transport the victim.         
     _______/______/_______                   
3.19 The FF will describe the anatomical process of breathing.    
     _______/______/_______     
3.20
The FF will describe the heart-lung-brain relationship as it

             affects life and will define what occurs when an airway 

             obstruction is not corrected.           


                  _______/______/_______     
3.21
The FF will demonstrate cardiopulmonary resuscitation

             employing the two-person technique.                                                  _______/______/_______     
3.22
The FF will describe symptoms and demonstrate emergency

             medical care of traumatic shock.                                                           ______/______/_______     
3.23      The  FF will demonstrate the use of breathing aid equipment.            ______/______/_______     
4.
FIRE BEHAVIOR (Weeks 5-8)

4.1
The FF will define the following stages of fire:

             (a) Incipient                   (d)  Flash over

             (b) Flame Spread          (e) Steady state

             (c) Hot smoldering        (f)  Clear burning                  

   ________/______/_______                   

4.2
The FF will define the three physical stages of matter in which

             fuels are commonly found. 




   ________/______/_______     
4.3
The FF will define the hazard of finely divided fuels as they 

             relate to the combustion process.                                                     ________/______/_______                          
4.4 The FF will define concentrations of oxygen in air as it affects 

combustion.                                                                                       ________/______/_______                                                                                                

REMARKS: ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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5.
SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS (Weeks 5-8)

5.1
The FF will define at least four hazardous respiratory 

             environments encountered in fire fighting. 



_____/______/_______                                           
5.2
The FF will demonstrate the use of all types of self-contained

             breathing apparatus in a dense smoke environment.                                 _____/______/_______                        
5.3
The FF will define the physical requirements of the wearer, the

             limitations of the self-contained breathing apparatus, and the safety

             features of all types of self-contained apparatus.                                       _____/______/_______                  
5.4    
The FF will demonstrate donning self-contained breathing      

              apparatus while wearing protective clothing.                                             _____/______/_______                                
5.5
The FF will demonstrate the procedure for cleaning and sanitizing

             self-contained breathing apparatus for future use.                                     _____/______/_______                              
5.6
The FF will demonstrate the procedure for daily inspection and 

             maintenance of self-contained breathing apparatus.                                 _____/______/_______              

5.7
The FF will demonstrate the following emergency techniques

             using self-contained breathing apparatus to:

             (a) Assist other fire fighters 

             (b) Conserve air

             (c) Show restrictions in use of by-pass valves.                                           _____/______/_______               
6.
FORCIBLE ENTRY (Weeks 5-8)

6.1
The FF will describe and demonstrate the use of each type of 

             manual forcible entry tool.                                                                           _____/______/_______      

6.2
The FF will demonstrate the method and procedure of properly 

             cleaning, maintaining and inspecting each type of forcible entry tool.        _____/______/_______                                                                                          
REMARKS: ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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7.
VENTILATION (Weeks 5-8)

7.1
The FF will define the principles of ventilation, and demonstrate

             the advantages and effects of ventilation.                                                  ______/_____/_______      
7.2
The FF will describe the dangers present and precautions

             to be taken in performing ventilation.                                   

_____/______/_______     
7.3
The FF will demonstrate opening various types of windows from

             inside and outside with and without the use of fire department tools.        _____/______/_______     

7.4
The FF will demonstrate breaking window or door glass and 

             removing obstructions.                                                                               ______/______/_______                                  
7.5
The FF, using an axe and circular saw, will demonstrate the 

             ventilation of a roof and floor.                                                                     _____/______/_______                                                    
7.6 The FF will define the theory of a “back draft explosion”.                        ______/______/_______     
7.7 The FF will demonstrate ventilation using water fog.                              ______/______/_______     
8.
ROPES & KNOTS (Weeks 9-12)

8.1
The FF, when given the name, picture or actual knot, will 

             demonstrate it and describe the purpose for which it is used.                  ______/______/_______              
8.2
The FF, when given the proper size and amount of rope, will

             demonstrate tying a bowline knot, a clove hitch, rescue knot, 

             figure of eight, a becket or sheet bend and an overhand safety knot.       ______/______/_______     

8.3
The FF, using an approved knot, will hoist any selected 

             forcible entry tool, ground ladder or appliance to a height of at least 

20 feet.                                                                                                       ______/______/_______ 

8.4
The FF will demonstrate the techniques of inspecting, cleaning

and storing rope.                                                                                       ______/______/_______                    
9.
RESCUE (Weeks 9-12)

9.1
The FF will demonstrate the removal of injured persons from

             the immediate hazard by the use of carries, drags and stretchers.       ________/______/_______     
9.2
The FF will demonstrate searching for victims in burning, smoke-

filled buildings or other hostile environments.                                        ________/______/_______                      
9.3 The FF will define the uses of a life belt.                                             ________/______/_______     
9.4
The FF will demonstrate proper stokes basket-lashing technique.     ________/______/_______                                      
REMARKS __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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10.
SAFETY (Weeks 9-12)

10.1 The FF will describe dangerous building conditions created by a fire.       _____/_____/_______     
10.2
The FF will demonstrate techniques for action when trapped or

             disoriented in a fire situation or in a hostile environment.                             _____/_____/_______     

10.3
The FF will describe procedures to be used in electrical emergencies.     _____/_____/_______     

10.4 The FF will demonstrate procedures for shutting off the gas 

             services to a building    






_____/_____/________

10.5 The FF will describe standard lighting equipment.                                   ______/_____/_______          
10.6
The FF will demonstrate safety procedures when using fire service

             lighting equipment.                                                                                       _____/______/_______                       
10.7
The FF will demonstrate the use of portable power plants, lights,

             cords and connectors.                                                                                  _____/______/_______                                                     

10.8 The FF will define safety procedures as they apply to emergency operations.  

(a) Protective equipment

             (b) Team concept

             (c) Portable tools and equipment

             (d) Riding on apparatus

             (e) Hazardous materials incidents                                                               ______/_____/_______                                          
11.
LADDERS (Weeks 9-12)

11.1 The FF will demonstrate the use of each standard ladder assigned 


to a typical engine.  






_____/______/_______     

11.2 The FF, operating as an individual and as a member of a team, will 

demonstrate the following ladder carries:

             (a) One person carry

             (b) Two person carry

             (c) Three person carry

             (d) Four person carry                                                                                  _____/______/_______     

11.3
The FF, operating as an individual and a member of a team, will

             raise each type and size of ground ladder demonstrating the straight 

and beam raises.                                                                                        _____/______/_______                          
11.4 The FF will climb the full length of every type of ground and 

aerial ladder.     



  



 ____/_____/________

REMARKS __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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11.
LADDERS (Weeks 9-12) (continued)
11.5
The FF will climb the full length of every type of ground and aerial ladder 

      carrying fire fighting tools or equipment while ascending and descending.   ____/______/_______     

11.6 The FF will climb the full length of each type of ground and aerial ladder 

and carry or assist an injured firefighter down the ladders.                        _____/_____/________
11.7 The FF will demonstrate the techniques of working from ground ladders 

with tools and appliances, with or without a life belt.                                   _____/______/_______                                                                            

11.8 The FF will demonstrate the techniques of cleaning ladders.                   _____/______/_______            
12.
HOSE, NOZZLES AND APPLIANCES (Weeks 13-16)

12.1
The FF will demonstrate the sizes, types, amounts and use of hose carried on

             all standard OsCFD engines.                                                                        _____/_____/_______     

12.2
The FF, given the necessary equipment, and operating as an individual

             and as a member of a team, will advance dry hose lines (13/4” and 21/2”) 

from pumper:

             (a) Into a structure

             (b) Up a ladder into an upper floor window

             (c) Up an inside stairway to an upper floor

             (d) Up an outside stairway to an upper floor 

             (e) Down an inside stairway to a lower floor

             (f)  Down an outside stairway to a lower floor

             (g) To an upper floor by hoisting                                                                 ______/_____/_______                      
12.3 The FF, given the necessary equipment and operating as a member of a team, 

will advance charged attack lines from a pumper:

             (a) Into a structure

             (b) Up a ladder into an upper floor window

             (c) Up an inside stairway to an upper floor

             (d) Up an outside stairway to an upper floor

             (e) Down an inside stairway to a lower floor

             (f)  Down an outside stairway to a lower floor                                             ______/_____/_______               

REMARKS:  ________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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12.
HOSE, NOZZLES AND APPLIANCES (Weeks 13-16)(continued)

12.4 The FF will demonstrate the techniques for cleaning fire hose, couplings 

and nozzles and inspecting for damage.                                                         _____/____/______     
12.5 The FF will connect a fire hose to a hydrant and fully open and 

             close the hydrant.                                                                                             _____/____/_____                                 

12.6 The FF will demonstrate the loading of fire hose on fire apparatus and 

demonstrate the purpose of all OsCFD hose loads and finishes.    
     ____/____/_____     

12.7
The FF will demonstrate two types of hose rolls.                                            ____/____/_____     

12.8 The FF will demonstrate two types of hose carries.                                      _____/____/_____                         

12.9 The FF will demonstrate coupling and uncoupling fire hose.                           ____/____/_____     
12.10
The FF will work from a ladder with a charged 11/2” attack line.                    ____/____/_____     

12.11
The FF will demonstrate the techniques of carrying hose into a building 

to be connected to a standpipe, and of advancing a hose line from 

a standpipe.    
    ____/____/_____     

12.12 The FF will demonstrate the methods for extending a hose line.                     ____/____/_____     
12.13 The FF will demonstrate replacing a burst section of a hose.                          ____/____/_____     
13. FIRE STREAMS (Weeks 16-20)

13.1 The FF will define a fire stream.                                            

_____/______/_______     
13.2 The FF will describe the proper nozzle use for Class A and B fires.        _____/______/_______     

13.3 The FF will define water hammer and at least one method for its 

             prevention.                                                                                                  _____/______/_______     

13.4 The FF will demonstrate how to open and close a nozzle.                      _____/______/_______     
REMARKS ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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14. SPRINKLERS (Weeks 16-20)

14.1 The FF will describe a fire department sprinkler connection and water 

             motor alarm.                                                                                                _____/______/_______     

14.2 The FF will connect hose line(s) to a fire department connection of a 

             sprinkler.                                                                                                      _____/______/_______     

14.3 The FF will connect hose line(s) to a fire department connection of a 

             standpipe.                                                                                                   _____/______/_______     

14.4
The FF will describe how the automatic sprinklers operate.                
_____/______/_______     

14.4 The FF will temporarily stop the flow of water from a sprinkler head.       _____/______/_______     

15. SALVAGE (Weeks 16-20)

15.1 The FF will describe the purpose of salvage and its value to the public 

and the fire department.                                                                               _____/______/_______                                                      
15.2 The FF, as an individual and as a member of a team, will demonstrate 

folds and rolls of salvage covers.                                                               _____/______/_______     
15.3 The FF, as an individual and as a member of a team, will demonstrate 

salvage cover throws.                                                                                _____/______/_______                                            
16. OVERHAUL (Weeks 16-20)

16.1 The FF will demonstrate searching for hidden fires.                                ______/______/_______     

16.2
The FF will demonstrate exposing hidden fires by opening ceilings,

             walls, floors and pulling apart burned materials.                                        ______/______/_______     

16.3 The FF will define duties of fire fighters left at fire scene for fire and

security surveillance.                                                                                  ______/______/_______            
16.4 The FF will describe the purpose of overhaul.                                         ______/______/_______     
REMARKS _________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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17. INSPECTION (Weeks 16-20)

17.1
The FF will describe the common causes of fires and their prevention.   _____/______/_______     

17.2
The FF will define the importance of public relations relative to

             the inspection programs.                                                                           _____/______/_______     

18. EXTRICATION (Weeks 16-20)

18.1 The FF will describe points of entry into a passenger vehicle requiring 

forcible entry.                                                                                             _____/______/_______     

18.2 The FF will demonstrate proper and safe use use of hydraulic extrication 

             tools including:

(a) Spreaders

(b) Rams

(c) Cutters

(d) Power unit

(e) Hoses and connections                                                                         _____/______/_______     

18.1 The FF will demonstrate initial set-up and safe use of cribbing.               _____/______/_______     

18.2 The FF will demonstrate proper and safe use of hand or air-powered tools:

(a) Reciprocating saw (Sawzall)

(b) Port-o-power

(c) Air chisel                                                                                               _____/______/_______     

18.1 The FF will demonstrate proper and safe use of all hand tools.               _____/______/_______     

18.2 The FF will demonstrate proper care, cleaning and basic maintenance 


of extrication tool(s).                                                                                    _____/______/_______     

REMARKS: ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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