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Weekly Digest

August 19, 2010

Town Hall Power Outage

As you have probably heard, on Monday, an Xcel power pole, located in the alley adjacent to Town Hall, was hit by an Ecocycle truck.  As a result, power was lost to a large portion of Original Town – including traffic signals and Town Hall.  Fortunately, power was not lost at Superior Market Place.  Town Hall was closed mid-afternoon.  Power was restored by early evening.

During the incident, the Xcel transformer leaked a small amount (not exceeding 20 gallons) of mineral oil – some of which leached into the storm drain and ended up in the detention basin locate east of McCaslin; and some flowed onto the property at 101 W. Williams (Steve Burns).  Xcel has cleaned up the oil from both locations – and filed the requisite reports with the State Health Department.

Re-Schedule Special Work Session / Review of Chapter 16

Due to Monday’s power outage, we were forced to cancel the Board’s special work session.  The Board is cheduled to conduct another session on this topic on Monday, August, 30th.  Our question – in order to avoid completing this review, and interfering with the Board’s review of the proposed FY 2011 budget, would you like to reschedule a second meeting to review Chapter 16 – or is there comfort that the Board’s review can be completed in one session?
Finances

Sales Tax – The data just keeps getting better !!  June receipts equaled $694,700, which is $63,235 or 10.01 percent above last year.  Again, only four of our top 30 retailers reported a decline in receipts – and most every sector showed strength, including big box, mid-box, grocery, liquor, automotive and restaurants.  Year-to-date receipts equal $3,836,084, which is 9.72 percent above last year.
Building Permits – Construction activity, consisting predominantly of residential renovations, remains strong, with more than $480,000 in building permit valuation issued in July.  For the year, building permit valuations equal $3.9 million, which is 76.8 percent above the prior year.
Development 
Richmond 15 -- Staff met with representatives of Richmond Homes on Wednesday to discuss their attempts to sell the 15 acres located at the northeast corner of Coalton/McCaslin.  We reviewed the existing list of permitted uses and other zoning restrictions.  They are working with a number of commercial developers.  More as it develops!
Calmante – This development is in receivership; and currently controlled by FirstTier Bank.  This is troubling on many fronts – including the fact that FirstTier is owned by the Wiens family (owners of the Arista development in Broomfield); and is in trouble itself for the imbalance in its loan portfolio.  FirstTier is attempting to market the Calmante project to other developers.

Energy Self-Sufficiency / Wind Turbine

I recently met with both the Directors of NREL and the National Wind Technology Center (located on SH 128, near SH 93) to discuss the prospects of purchasing an existing (or future) wind turbine that was tested on the NWTC site.  Unfortunately, some of these turbines are owned by DOE and are used to power NREL’s diverse operations (they have adopted a similar self-sufficiency goal to the Town’s); and those that are owned by other vendors (GE, Siemen, Vestas, etc.) must be removed when decommissioned so that new facilities can be erected.  However, they did provide some information on other prospective wind-generating partners – each of which we are following up on.
CDPH&E

This long-standing complaint, initiated by Mr. Kupfner over a year ago, consisted of five allegations.  Four of these have been satisfactorily resolved.  The last complaint alleges that a Town/Urban Drainage contractor used contaminated fill from our water treatment plant to complete creek renovations along Rock Creek.  While it is true that an Urban Drainage contractor did use fill obtained from Town property, we have provided detailed reports showing that this dirt contained no hazardous materials.  As a final test, CDPH&E has asked the Town to conduct nine test bores in two locations where this fill was placed.  We have engaged Geitner Environmental to conduct these test borings, at a cost of $6,900,  Their finding swill be reported to CDPH&E by the end of September – at which time we anticipate that this entire case will be closed.
Clearwire

This wireless communication provider has resubmitted their application for the placement of a cell tower in Community Park.  This use will require a public hearing and recommendation from the Planning Commission, currently scheduled for September 21st, before being presented to the Town Board.
Bennett Property

In the on-going effort to get the “transitional house” moved from their property at 2nd/Maple, Ms. Bennett has submitted a minor subdivision plan to re-plat her property located at 122 E. Coal Creek, adjacent to Town Hall.  As proposed, this two lot re-subdivision would create two 7000 SF lots, one used to accommodate the existing single family structure which sits on the site; and the other lot sufficient to accommodate the “transitional house”.  If the re-subdivision is approved (an administrative approval, with a call-up by the Planning Commission), she can apply for a building permit to construct the needed foundation and place the new home, fronting on 1st Avenue.  However, please be advised that I anticipate that she will again approach the Town to ask that the utility taps which currently serve 122 E. Coal Creek be transferred to the new lot – a process that the Town Board has previously denied for her and others.
RCAC Vacancies

We have published notice of these two vacancies – and asked for responses from interested residents by October 1st.
Tennis RFP

A Board member approached me after the last meeting asking about the last RFP process that resulted in only one response.  I have reviewed the RFP – and it clearly states that the Town reserves the right to accept, reject and/or negotiate with any respondent.  Thus, there is no obligation to enter into an agreement with the lone respondent.
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