2010 ICMA Annual Awards Program

Community Partnership Award Nomination


Doylestown Township is requesting the Community Partnership Award because of its dedication to the goals of the Doylestown Community Bike and Hike Committee (DBHC). The mission of the DBHC is to safely interconnect principal population centers, places of work, schools, commercial areas, historical and cultural sites, park and recreation areas, mass transit and other intermodal connections in both Doylestown Township and Doylestown Borough. The Township, along with the DBHC has established over 16 miles of Bike and Hike paths over the past 17 years. These trails contribute to the health, safety and well being of all of our residents. 

The Bike and Hike trails were created to addresses several community concerns. When the committee was first created, members discussed issues regarding residents and students walking and riding bicycles in the Doylestown community. The members often noted concerns about obstacles that hindered the enjoyment of the community and the freedom of people to walk and ride around neighborhoods. Rapid growth in Doylestown was making a major impact. Housing developments were burgeoning, main roads were crisscrossing the region, smaller roads were often congested, and access to Doylestown was becoming dangerous for pedestrians and bicyclists. At about the same time, a tragedy directed the project’s intention. The Chairperson of the committee, Lynn Goldman, had a niece who was killed while riding a bicycle on a narrow road. This inspired the committee to widen the scope of its project to focus on providing a program so that this tragedy would not be repeated. The addition of Bike and Hike trails, especially in areas that have plenty of pedestrian traffic, certainly help to prevent future tragedies.  

The initial concept for the Doylestown Community Bike and Hike trail was to create a large wheel of multi-use paths circling around Doylestown Borough and Doylestown Township beyond the bypass, with the Courthouse as the hub. The spokes of the wheel would lead to places of interest for residents and visitors such as museums, parks, schools, and the hospital and shopping areas. Not only would this help maintain the small-town atmosphere and ensure a sustainable community but it would encourage both alternative transportation and healthy exercise. The ongoing development of a Bike & Hike system is often cited as one of the most remarkable aspects of Doylestown. The DBHC meets monthly to plan for expansion of the Bike and Hike system. They work with a planning consultant and engineer to make sure that their plans are sound and viable before any projects begin. In fact, the DBHC created a Bike and Hike map which outlines all the trails, existing and planned in order to have a comprehensive vision to work towards. In 2001, Doylestown received a special honor from the National Trust for Historic Preservation as one of a dozen “distinctive destinations” in the United States. Doylestown, the county seat of Bucks County, was recognized for its “dedication to preserving historic landmarks, supporting local businesses and maintaining its unique character.” 

The DBHC consists of Doylestown Township staff and residents, Doylestown Borough staff and residents, a Chalfont Borough representative, a New Britain Borough representative, a Delaware Valley College representative and a Doylestown Hospital representative. There are also the Township’s consultants who help to design and engineer Bike and Hike projects. The committee has worked together to form all sorts of community partnerships and has a proven track record of success! They have been recipients of a Keystone Community Grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, as well as grants from PennDot and the Department of Community and Economic Development, and have worked collaboratively with the local schools where students have raised over $14,000. Most recently, the DBHC worked with PennDot, Delaware Valley College, the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transit Authority (SEPTA) and neighboring municipalities to create a path that runs through the Delaware Valley College campus and connects a local high school, middle school and two elementary schools under the Safe Routes to School program.


The Doylestown Community Bike and Hike Committee has a history of collaborative projects, and the most recent really stands out. In 2004, the DBHC began plans to extend a Bike and Hike trail from Route 202 and New Britain Road, through the Delaware Valley College campus connecting local schools (Central Bucks High School West, Lenape Middle School and Doyle Elementary School) with Wells Road (Kutz Elementary School). The purpose of this trail was to connect the Bike and Hike trail through the campus so that users would be able to travel to Central Park and beyond the Township to the Borough (which connects to Kutz Elementary as part of the Safe Routes to School grant requirements). The main impediment to this plan was a 100 year-old, one lane railroad bridge. This bridge would have to be replaced to make room for the Bike and Hike path. The committee commenced design work on the trail and applied for and secured an $862,500 Safe Routes to School grant from PennDot to complete this project. They also enlisted the help of SEPTA, who donated over $200,000 in funds to help make this project a reality. Work on this project began in July of 2008 and was completed by the end of November the same year. Residents and visitors alike have been using the path from the moment it was paved!


Beyond just helping to fund the project, SEPTA helped with the design and construction work. PennDot administered the grant funding and Delaware Valley College was instrumental in providing the appropriate right of ways and easements that the Township would need to create this trail. Working together made this project possible financially, but the real building work was done collaboratively as well. SEPTA and their contractors along with the Doylestown Township Public Works department all worked together to rebuild the bridge during Labor Day weekend in 2008. The trail was constructed by the Doylestown Township Public Works department, the Doylestown Borough Public Works department and Delaware Valley College staff. Not only did this project bring together local municipalities, state agencies, transportation providers, colleges, residents and staff, but we even had a local business, Feeney’s Nursery, donate plant materials to enhance the trail.  

This community partnership and Bike and Hike trail has helped to build a more cohesive community by connecting college students, Doylestown Borough and Township residents, New Britain Borough and Township residents as well as visitors to the area with the wonderful facilities in Doylestown Township. Beyond that, a safe alternative for pedestrian and bicycle travel always helps to build a better, more cohesive community! The Delaware Valley College section of the DCBH trail has resolved several community needs and problems, namely safety. Students now have an additional safe walking path to get from their campus to the community.  The expansion of the railroad bridge from one lane to two lanes and the fact that the bridge was heightened now enable emergency vehicles to pass beneath the bridge. This will certainly improve the safety and welfare of students on campus. Students at local primary and secondary schools (Kutz, Doyle, Lenape and Central Bucks West) also benefit from a safe route to school thanks to this addition to the Bike and Hike program.  


The Bike and Hike trail enables residents to get out and enjoy nature safely. The trail at Delaware Valley College connects residents to Wells Road, and when the Wells Road piece is completed, students and residents will be able to access Central Park. Central Park consists of 108 acres that provide for a multitude of active and passive recreational opportunities. There are 5 tennis courts, 2 basketball courts, 1 volleyball court, 1 tot-lot play area, 3 soccer fields, a golf link, 2 picnic pavilions, an amphitheater, 1.5 miles of biking/hiking/jogging trails, Kids Castle and a 21-station Health Check donated by Doylestown Hospital. Access to these facilities helps students and residents stay healthy, active and happy! 

In November 2008, the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources awarded Doylestown Township $17,500 to conduct a community trail connector study, which would examine the feasibility of new trail segments to connect the Doylestown Community Bike and Hike System and the Chalfont-New Britain Tri-municipal trail network to Peace Valley Park in Doylestown and New Britain townships. Future connections are also proposed that would link the system to the Route 202 corridor through Buckingham Township, Solebury Township, and New Hope Borough, connecting to the Delaware and Lehigh Canal National Heritage Corridor. From that point, the potential would exist to connect to over 160 miles of trails.

Since its formation almost 18 years ago, the Doylestown Community Bike and Hike Committee has overseen the completion of over 16 miles of Bike and Hike paths which have been enjoyed by residents and visitors alike. Communication and a shared vision between stakeholders have made the DBHC’s mission a tremendous success. Each segment of the trail has brought the DBHC closer to achieving its goal of safely connecting areas of interest throughout the Doylestown community. The idea that each stakeholder has a voice, and that each voice contributes something different is what makes the Doylestown community worthy of the Community Partnership Award.  
