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Hometown Favorite Places

Spotlight:

Veterans Memorial Park,

McHenry, IL

BY DOUGLAS MARTIN, DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, MCHENRY

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Many people have three places; places where they feel comfortable. Home is where our hearts reside — our families, our pets, our
treasures. Work is where we go to pursue goals, dreams and stimulate our minds. These are our first two ‘places.” Most people have
them, and while they are exciting, and filled with things we know and love, most people have a third place as well. This can be a
place that makes one reflect, provides happiness, or maybe somewhere to go to just unwind from a long day. That place for Doug
Martin, his third place, is the Veterans Memorial Park in McHenry, Illinois.

Pearl Street Park is the home to McHenry’s original town
square - and today this area is better known as Veterans
Memorial Park. Fondly referred to by its patrons as Vets
Park, it the quintessential public space nestled in the village’s
downtown area. Memorialized at the park are veterans

of World War II, the Korean War and Vietnam War. Also
recognized are those who have served up to present day and
those who perished on September 11, 2001. All year, Veterans
Memorial Park serves as the premier third place for public,
commemorative, recreational, and celebratory occasions for
citizens and visitors alike.

Living and working in McHenry for the last 10 years, I have
had the unique opportunity in my personal and professional
capacity to observe, participate, and examine Vets Park from
many different perspectives. The park, in all it has to offer is an
idealistic, versatile and multi-functional public space. If you
are seeking passive reflection, a quiet reading location, a place
to survey human interaction, rest on a park bench during warm
months or a place for your children to play, Vets Park is the
ideal location.

~Whether attending a family picnic, wedding ceremony, birthday
party, experiencing McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce’s
annual week-long community celebration, or enjoying the
Toys-for-Tots Parade and observing the collection of gifts for
those less fortunate, Vets Park is the central location for many
different activitics.

Concerts in the Park that draw in an attendance of over 500
people, which take place May through August are a local
favorite to enjoy others company, listen to quality music

and simply relax. The City of McHenry Band is a fixture

at Concerts in the Park, and with the recent inclusion of a
farmers market prior to the concert, residents and visitors are
consistently attracted to Vets Park on warm summer evenings.
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Vets Park is extremely versatile, playing host to gatherings and
as a public meeting place for colleagues and neighbors, all the
while serving as the ideal downtown public space. Much of the
allure surrounding the area lies in its adaptable and utilitarian
nature. Myriad social events including: movies in the park,
Memorial Day and Veterans’ Day ceremonies, September

11, 2001 remembrance events, Thursday night Concerts in

the Park, Shakespeare in the Park, McHenry Area Chamber

of Commerce Arts, Crafts, and Wine Tasting, and the annual
ice cream social associated with Fiesta Days are just a few
opportunities to visit.

As Deputy Administrator for the city of McHenry, I have had
the privilege of participating in many events. Mayor Susan
Low and the entire community goes out of their way to honor
and recognize soldiers returning home from service overseas.
One of my most memorable experiences was the welcome
home ceremony for Captain Joseph Salgado, who had returned
following his tour of duty in Iraq. I had the pleasure of acting
as emcee for the event and will never forget the energy and
liveliness present throughout the park that day. The ceremony
began with the Patriot Guard Riders motorcycle entourage and
McHenry police and fire district motorcade escorting Captain
Salgado and his wife to the park. The ceremony consisted of
speakers who had a tremendous influence in the life of Captain
Salgado including his former high school principal, Mayor
Low, and several family members. Part of what made the event
so special was the high level of community participation and
heartfelt émotions expressed. Military veterans representing
multiple generations displayed an outpouring of emotion,
solidarity, and camaraderie for this young man.

Concerts in the Park, celebration of Fiesta Days, welcome
home ceremonies, and my own personal experiences arc just a
few reasons Vets Park is my third place, and such a vital part of
our community.
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