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Planners are in part social advocates. It was Paul Davidoff who spoke critically on the topic of social justice
and pluralistic planning, encouraging citizen participation as well as inclusion of all ethnic, social, and minority
groups. I believe we can learn from Davidoff, who proposed planners be social advocates for public policy
changes and to speak out, engage, and educate citizens and leaders alike to advance a positive social
outcome.

Planners often are criticized for poor street design, ugly buildings, or too many cul-de-sacs. People suggest
planners should be held accountable for design flaws in a shopping center development or for too much traffic
on any given roadway. I submit that planners should not be held responsible for correcting the mistakes of the
past, held liable for all social ills or for predicting the future. Planners are not omniscient, nor do they have
more power than any other individual. Planners are human and citizens of society. A collaborative effort is
required from all citizens and leaders to act responsibly and accept accountability for the future. This is not
just the planner's problem, nor the government's problem. It is society's problem!

It is a planner's job to call attention to the comprehensive plan and demonstrate how it recognizes challenges
such as alternative energy, climate change, and others. However, it is not a planner's job to solve all of these
challenges. As a certified professional, social advocate, and educator of planning practices, it is a planner's job
to teach sustainable planning, engage citizens, and advocate responsibility from society.

Times have changed and planning has come full circle. We live in a global environment that requires global
action and responsibility. It is a planner's job to offer the best advice based on past experience and current
best practices, but at the same time, planning cannot be addressed or analyzed in a vacuum. Further,
planners are bound by the decisions of elected officials, and a mutual effort is required from all citizens to act
responsibly for our future. Planners present the larger picture, but it is not the planner's job to accept or take
responsibility for how it will eventually look!
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