Claim of world’s largest wind energy project planned for Iowa


DES MOINES, Iowa – March 25, 2003 – MidAmerican Energy Company announced today it plans to build 310 megawatts of wind energy generation facilities in Iowa, the largest land-based wind project in the world. 

The $323 million wind project plus those two plants — the Greater Des Moines Energy Center (540 megawatts) in Pleasant Hill, Iowa, and the Council Bluffs Energy Center Unit 4 (790 megawatts) — represent an investment of approximately $1.4 billion in Iowa by MidAmerican. The three projects’ combined output will be 1,640 megawatts of new electric generation.

Information from the Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratories shows MidAmerican’s new wind project will be the largest land-based wind energy installation in the world.

The project will consist of 180 to 200 wind turbines, each generating approximately 1.5 to 1.65 megawatts. A site has yet to be selected, but the facilities are expected to be located in the northwest or north-central portion of the state. The project also will require investment in associated energy transmission facilities.

The first units are expected to come on-line by the end of 2004. The project should be completed by the end of 2006. 

Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack has stated his goal for Iowa to become energy independent and to develop into a national leader in renewable energy. Although wind is an intermittent generation source, 310 megawatts of wind capacity provides enough electricity on average to power approximately 85,000 homes.

For MidAmerican to go forward with the wind project as planned, it must receive regulatory approvals and acceptable ratemaking rulings from the Iowa Utilities Board. Facilitating legislation also must be passed. 

A collection of fact sheets on the proposed wind facility; the Greater Des Moines Energy Center; Council Bluffs Energy Center; and MidAmerican Energy Holdings Company map of global renewable energy generation facilities are available at the link: fact sheets

