[image: image1.png]



April 2006 · Volume 88 · Number 3 


FYI

CITY HALL ANNEX IS OLDEST GREEN BUILDING WORLDWIDE

The Cambridge city hall annex recently became the first municipal building in Massachusetts-and the oldest building yet-to receive a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Gold Certification from the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC). The LEED rating system has become the national standard for green buildings.

Originally built in 1871, the building was closed in 2000 after indoor air quality testing found mold spores at elevated levels. After a major renovation, the annex reopened in February 2004 as the city's first green municipal building, the first LEED-certified municipal building in Massachusetts, and to date the oldest building to receive certification under the LEED program, proving that historic preservation and energy-efficient healthy green design can go hand in hand.

The city's decision to renovate rather than demolish has brought the building additional honors: the Massachusetts Historic Commission's 2005 Preservation Award and five other awards for innovation and preservation. The building is an important part of the fabric of its historic neighborhood. Valuing the building's history, while choosing green for a better work environment, was an important move for the city.

"We were committed to renovating this building as a good and healthy workplace for our employees and as a place the community could be proud of," said Deputy City Manager Richard Rossi, who oversees the city's capital projects. "A sustainable building better serves our employees and our residents and can contribute to increased productivity."

It is clear the investment has paid off. City workers and Cambridge residents praise aspects ranging from the new bike racks to the pleasant parking ticket windows. "As an environmental planner, I'm really proud that the city has renovated the city hall annex as a green building," said John Bolduc. "I enjoy my workspace with all the daylight, outdoor views, and sustainable, healthy materials. It also makes my job easier to encourage private developers to follow green building principles when the city is 'walking the talk' on environmental criteria. It makes me look forward to coming to the office every day."

Cambridge has two other major construction/renovation projects in the works-a new main library and a new police station-both of which will be green buildings upon completion.
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