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Grants encourage high-quality renovations
Property owners in downtown Grants Pass, Oregon (23,000), can
apply for building renovation loans from the city for half the
cost of their project (up to $25,000). These loans have been used
for façade renovations and other projects to restore older build-
ings. To ensure that the renovations are well planned, the city
also provides grants of up to $3,000 for design, engineering, or
architectural services. Property owners can apply for a loan, a
grant, or both. The city’s revolving loan fund was originally capi-
talized through community development block grant funds and
has not needed to be recapitalized since. Banks that issue loans
for the remainder of the renovation costs help promote the pro-
gram, which has supported six projects since 1999 with five
loans and three grants. Loans from this program can be used in
conjunction with a program providing tax abatements for the
construction of residential units above commercial properties.
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